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Statistical Appendix 
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Table A1: China’s share of world merchandise trade, 1949-2014 

 

Year Exports Imports Total trade 

 
World China China% World China China% World China China% 

 
US$b US$b % US$b US$b % US$b US$b % 

1948 58 0.5 0.9 62 0.4 0.6 120 0.9 0.8 

 
60 - 

 
63 

  
123 - - 

1950 62 0.6 0.9 64 0.6 0.9 126 1.1 0.9 

1951 84 0.8 0.9 88 1.2 1.4 172 2.0 1.1 

1952 82 0.8 1.0 88 1.1 1.3 170 1.9 1.1 

1953 84 1.0 1.2 85 1.4 1.6 169 2.4 1.4 

1954 87 1.2 1.3 89 1.3 1.4 176 2.4 1.4 

1955 95 1.4 1.5 99 1.7 1.7 194 3.1 1.6 

1956 105 1.7 1.6 109 1.6 1.4 214 3.2 1.5 

1957 114 2.2 1.9 121 2.0 1.7 235 4.2 1.8 

1958 110 2.7 2.5 115 2.5 2.2 225 5.2 2.3 

1959 118 3.2 2.7 123 2.9 2.4 241 6.1 2.5 

1960 130 2.6 2.0 137 2.6 1.9 267 5.2 2.0 

1961 136 1.9 1.4 143 1.7 1.2 279 3.7 1.3 

1962 143 1.9 1.3 151 1.4 0.9 294 3.3 1.1 

1963 157 2.0 1.3 164 1.5 0.9 321 3.5 1.1 

1964 176 2.3 1.3 183 1.7 0.9 359 4.0 1.1 

1965 190 2.6 1.3 199 2.2 1.1 389 4.8 1.2 

1966 208 2.7 1.3 218 2.5 1.1 426 5.2 1.2 

1967 218 2.4 1.1 228 2.2 1.0 446 4.6 1.0 

1968 242 2.3 1.0 252 2.1 0.8 494 4.4 0.9 

1969 277 2.4 0.9 287 1.9 0.7 564 4.3 0.8 

1970 317 2.3 0.7 329 2.3 0.7 646 4.6 0.7 

1971 354 2.8 0.8 366 2.1 0.6 720 4.9 0.7 

1972 419 3.7 0.9 433 2.9 0.7 852 6.5 0.8 

1973 580 5.9 1.0 595 5.2 0.9 1,175 11.1 0.9 

1974 840 7.1 0.8 861 7.8 0.9 1,701 14.9 0.9 

1975 877 7.7 0.9 912 7.9 0.9 1,789 15.6 0.9 

1976 992 6.9 0.7 1,026 6.7 0.6 2,018 13.6 0.7 

http://www.palgrave.com/la/book/9781137522276
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1977 1,128 7.5 0.7 1,171 7.1 0.6 2,299 14.7 0.6 

1978 1,307 10.0 0.8 1,358 11.1 0.8 2,665 21.1 0.8 

1979 1,659 13.6 0.8 1,694 15.6 0.9 3,353 29.2 0.9 

1980 2,036 18.1 0.9 2,077 19.9 1.0 4,113 38.0 0.9 

1981 2,014 22.0 1.1 2,070 22.0 1.1 4,084 44.0 1.1 

1982 1,886 22.3 1.2 1,944 19.3 1.0 3,830 41.6 1.1 

1983 1,846 22.2 1.2 1,892 21.4 1.1 3,738 43.6 1.2 

1984 1,956 26.1 1.3 2,016 27.4 1.4 3,972 53.5 1.3 

1985 1,953 27.4 1.4 2,016 42.3 2.1 3,969 69.6 1.8 

1986 2,139 30.9 1.4 2,208 42.9 1.9 4,347 73.8 1.7 

1987 2,516 39.4 1.6 2,584 43.2 1.7 5,100 82.7 1.6 

1988 2,869 47.5 1.7 2,965 55.3 1.9 5,834 102.8 1.8 

1989 3,099 52.5 1.7 3,205 59.1 1.8 6,304 111.7 1.8 

1990 3,490 62.1 1.8 3,600 53.3 1.5 7,090 115.4 1.6 

1991 3,511 71.9 2.0 3,628 63.8 1.8 7,139 135.7 1.9 

1992 3,779 84.9 2.2 3,901 80.6 2.1 7,680 165.5 2.2 

1993 3,795 91.7 2.4 3,894 104.0 2.7 7,689 195.7 2.5 

1994 4,328 121.0 2.8 4,429 115.6 2.6 8,757 236.6 2.7 

1995 5,168 148.8 2.9 5,285 132.1 2.5 10,453 280.9 2.7 

1996 5,406 151.0 2.8 5,547 138.8 2.5 10,953 289.9 2.6 

1997 5,592 182.8 3.3 5,739 142.4 2.5 11,331 325.2 2.9 

1998 5,503 183.7 3.3 5,683 140.2 2.5 11,186 323.9 2.9 

1999 5,719 194.9 3.4 5,926 165.7 2.8 11,645 360.6 3.1 

2000 6,458 249.2 3.9 6,725 225.1 3.3 13,183 474.3 3.6 

2001 6,195 266.1 4.3 6,484 243.6 3.8 12,679 509.7 4.0 

2002 6,499 325.6 5.0 6,743 295.2 4.4 13,242 620.8 4.7 

2003 7,590 438.2 5.8 7,869 412.8 5.2 15,459 851.0 5.5 

2004 9,223 593.3 6.4 9,574 561.2 5.9 18,797 1,154.6 6.1 

2005 10,509 762.0 7.3 10,870 660.0 6.1 21,379 1,421.9 6.7 

2006 12,131 969.0 8.0 12,461 791.5 6.4 24,592 1,760.4 7.2 

2007 14,023 1,220.5 8.7 14,330 956.1 6.7 28,353 2,176.6 7.7 

2008 16,160 1,430.7 8.9 16,572 1,132.6 6.8 32,732 2,563.3 7.8 

2009 12,555 1,201.6 9.6 12,782 1,005.9 7.9 25,337 2,207.5 8.7 

2010 15,301 1,577.8 10.3 15,511 1,396.2 9.0 30,812 2,974.0 9.7 

2011 18,333 1,898.4 10.4 18,508 1,743.5 9.4 36,841 3,641.9 9.9 

2012 18,408 2,048.7 11.1 18,615 1,818.4 9.8 37,023 3,867.1 10.4 

2013 18,826 2,209.0 11.7 18,904 1,950.0 10.3 37,730 4,159.0 11.0 

2014 18,935 2,342.7 12.4 19,024 1,960.3 10.3 37,959 4,303.0 11.3 
Source: WTO Statistics database, Time Series on international trade  
http://stat.wto.org/StatisticalProgram/WSDBStatProgramHome.aspx?Language=E 
Downloaded 6 May 2015 
Notes: No data given for China for 1949 
Note in original: Coverage: Hong Kong, China's re-exports are included. Beginning 93: figures are affected by 
the EU Intrastat system of recording trade. 
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Table A2: Direction of New Zealand trade, 1882 

 
Imports Exports Total trade 

Country £ % £ %  £  % rank 

Total 8,609,270 100.0 6,658,008 100.0 15,267,278 100.0 
 United Kingdom 5,553,324 64.5 4,709,393 70.7 10,262,717 67.2 1 

Australia 1,781,392 20.7 1,337,092 20.1 3,118,484 20.4 2 

United States of America 463,493 5.4 434,684 6.5 898,177 5.9 3 

India 230,128 2.7 2,073 0.0 232,201 1.5 4 

Mauritius 205,338 2.4 2,561 0.0 207,899 1.4 5 

China 173,371 2.0 18,835 0.3 192,206 1.3 6 

Pacific Islands 74,859 0.9 71,318 1.1 146,177 1.0 7 

Tasmania 82,473 1.0 5,052 0.1 87,525 0.6 8 

Europe (exc. UK) 26,170 0.3 33,637 0.5 59,807 0.4 9 

Africa (Cape Colony, Natal) 2 0.0 43,101 0.6 43,103 0.3 10 

South America (Peru, Chile) 8,832 0.1 5 0.0 8,837 0.1 11 

Japan 7,308 0.1 27 0.0 7,335 0.0 12 

Canada 1,454 0.0 - - 1,454 0.0 13 

Singapore 1,017 0.0 - - 1,017 0.0 14 

Whale Fisheries 30 0.0 230 0.0 260 0.0 15 

Java 79 0.0 - - 79 0.0 16 
Source: Derived from Table 1 in  Tai , Yuen William "The origins of China's awareness of New Zealand, 1674-

1911." New Zealand Asia Institute, University of Auckland, 2005 

 

 

Table A3: China's trade with Australia and New Zealand, 1864-1948 

Year(s) All Countries Australia and NZ 

 
Imports Exports  Total   Imports  Exports Total Balance  M%  

 
Value Value  %  Value  %  Value  %  Value  %  

1864/66 60,279 51,118 111,397 335 0.6 1,864 3.6 2,199 2.0 1,529 18 

1867/69 66,091 58,041 124,132 656 1.0 2,270 3.9 2,926 2.4 1,614 29 

1870/72 69,315 65,812 135,127 421 0.6 1,714 2.6 2,135 1.6 1,293 25 

1873/75 68,798 68,359 137,157 564 0.8 2,009 2.9 2,573 1.9 1,445 28 

1876/78 73,882 71,823 145,705 470 0.6 1,782 2.5 2,252 1.5 1,312 26 

1879/81 86,773 73,873 160,646 335 0.4 1,817 2.5 2,152 1.3 1,482 18 

1882/84 76,263 68,228 144,491 357 0.5 1,775 2.6 2,132 1.5 1,418 20 

1885/87 94,404 76,024 170,428 275 0.3 2,014 2.6 2,289 1.3 1,739 14 

1888/90 122,949 92,164 215,113 229 0.2 2,109 2.3 2,338 1.1 1,880 11 

1891/93 142,254 106,721 248,975 179 0.1 1,290 1.2 1,469 0.6 1,111 14 

1894/96 185,739 134,160 319,899 452 0.2 946 0.7 1,398 0.4 494 48 

1897/99 234,912 172,774 407,686 192 0.1 707 0.4 899 0.2 515 27 

1900/02 274,939 180,945 455,884 465 0.2 353 0.2 818 0.2 -112 132 

1903/05 385,164 227,242 612,406 802 0.2 130 0.1 932 0.2 -672 617 

1906/08 422,306 259,166 681,472 836 0.2 169 0.1 1,005 0.1 -667 495 
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1909/11 463,059 365,721 828,780 688 0.1 539 0.1 1,227 0.1 -149 128 

1912/14 552,075 376,684 928,759 910 0.2 529 0.1 1,439 0.2 -381 172 

1915/17 529,904 454,530 984,434 606 0.1 1,224 0.3 1,830 0.2 618 50 

1918/20 685,711 552,774 1,238,485 865 0.1 1,183 0.2 2,048 0.2 318 73 

1921/23 952,173 669,688 1,621,861 1,992 0.2 1,659 0.2 3,651 0.2 -333 120 

1924/26 1,049,613 804,144 1,853,757 4,705 0.4 869 0.1 5,574 0.3 -3,836 541 

1927/29 1,175,118 975,221 2,150,339 3,396 0.3 783 0.1 4,179 0.2 -2,613 434 

1930/32 1,279,679 744,770 2,024,449 36,476 2.9 1,283 0.2 37,759 1.9 -35,193 2,843 

1933/35 1,107,551 574,775 1,682,326 45,580 4.1 1,859 0.3 47,439 2.8 -43,721 2,452 

1936/38 931,419 769,764 1,701,183 20,131 2.2 5,126 0.7 25,257 1.5 -15,005 393 

1939/41 1,935,848 1,972,691 3,908,539 88,662 4.6 10,686 0.5 99,348 2.5 -77,976 830 

1946 1,506,172 412,393 1,918,565 20,803 1.4 1,302 0.3 22,105 1.2 -19,501 1,598 

1947 10,690,476 6,377,307 17,067,783 139,362 1.3 36,998 0.6 176,360 1.0 -102,364 377 

1948 1,159,993 1,398,457 2,558,450 16,303 1.4 9,926 0.7 26,229 1.0 -6,377 164 

            Notes: New Zealand is included with Australia 1883-1930 
Values: 
1864-1867: (Shanghai?) taels, thousands 
1868-1932: Haikwan taels, thousands 
1933-1941: CN$, thousands 
1946-1947: CN$, millions 
1948: Gold Yuan, thousands 
The tael was a traditional Chinese weight of silver, used as a currency unit. The Haikwan, or Customs 
tael, was used by the Chinese Maritime Customs. The Chinese (Nationalist) government replaced it 
with the Chinese National Standard Dollar (CN$) or yuan in 1993. The hyperinflation of the late 
1940s is indicated by the change in units from thousands to millions. The Gold Yuan was an attempt 
to counter inflation. The yuan continues today, but is often known as the Renminbi, or People's 
Note, after the actual currency instrument. 
Source: Table 5-4 in Beal, Tim. The China Trade. East Asia Papers.  Glasgow: Department of 
Marketing, University of Strathclyde, 1984. 
This was derived from Hsiao, Liang-lin. China's Foreign Trade Statistics, 1864-1949.  Cambridge, 
Mass: Harvard University Press, 1974. 
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Table A4 New Zealand’s exports to Greater China 1859-2014, by value 

NZ$ at current values 

 
Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China World 

1859 9,850 0 0 9,850 1,102,968 

1860 3,190 0 0 3,190 1,177,906 

1861 2,360 0 0 2,360 2,740,494 

1862 0 0 0 0 4,845,468 

1863 0 0 0 0 6,970,810 

1864 0 0 0 0 6,803,334 

1865 1,134 0 0 1,134 7,426,194 

1866 7,224 0 0 7,224 9,040,148 

1867 0 0 0 0 9,289,356 

1868 0 0 980 980 8,858,996 

1869 13,712 0 0 13,712 8,449,720 

1870 120 0 12,164 12,284 9,645,512 

1871 5,002 0 33,262 38,264 10,564,168 

1872 0 0 48,930 48,930 10,381,330 

1873 11,744 0 59,204 70,948 11,220,742 

1874 12,570 0 71,812 84,382 10,502,538 

1875 28,776 0 41,060 69,836 11,657,254 

1876 57,246 0 0 57,246 11,346,930 

1877 79,726 0 0 79,726 12,654,944 

1878 42,868 0 0 42,868 12,031,400 

1879 29,974 0 0 29,974 11,486,252 

1880 49,420 0 0 49,420 12,705,384 

1881 22,196 0 0 22,196 12,121,732 

1882 37,670 0 0 37,670 13,316,016 

1883 10,848 0 22,922 33,770 14,191,998 

1884 534 0 26,990 27,524 14,183,334 

1885 13,850 0 14,030 27,880 13,648,802 

1886 4,088 0 14,346 18,434 13,345,582 

1887 3,660 0 34,474 38,134 13,732,338 

1888 1,240 0 29,606 30,846 15,534,650 

1889 13,510 0 26,304 39,814 18,678,530 

1890 11,714 0 21,960 33,674 19,623,440 

1891 1,128 0 14,816 15,944 19,132,794 

1892 156 0 8,062 8,218 19,069,702 

1893 632 0 8,960 9,592 17,970,728 

1894 50 0 7,626 7,676 18,462,094 

1895 130 0 9,230 9,360 17,100,448 

1896 138 0 16,398 16,536 18,642,210 

1897 60 0 13,486 13,546 20,033,986 

1898 1,144 0 20,654 21,798 21,035,910 

1899 348 0 21,598 21,946 23,876,670 

1900 0 0 27,154 27,154 26,492,322 

1901 30,814 0 59,584 90,398 25,762,848 

1902 2 0 128,582 128,584 26,979,044 

1903 658 0 106,366 107,024 29,641,876 

1904 134 0 66,386 66,520 29,156,518 

1905 200 0 22,976 23,176 30,930,652 
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Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China World 

1906 128 0 22,052 22,180 35,569,102 

1907 660 0 19,652 20,312 39,431,008 

1908 170 0 12,546 12,716 31,704,956 

1909 382 0 20,094 20,476 38,770,548 

1910 490 0 27,526 28,016 43,472,812 

1911 202 0 13,176 13,378 37,221,006 

1912 1,504 0 15,750 17,254 42,544,810 

1913 264 0 10,822 11,086 45,155,780 

1914 332 0 13,418 13,750 51,969,434 

1915 342 0 18,876 19,218 62,085,724 

1916 218 0 24,544 24,762 65,951,814 

1917 230 0 21,410 21,640 62,175,914 

1918 512 0 9,992 10,504 55,789,238 

1919 65,218 0 23,288 88,506 106,608,768 

1920 69,716 0 57,090 126,806 91,184,588 

1921 1,226 0 26,254 27,480 87,230,916 

1922 9,588 0 46,774 56,362 83,398,296 

1923 23,744 0 40,778 64,522 90,743,816 

1924 43,278 0 27,602 70,880 103,841,656 

1925 11,724 0 35,738 47,462 109,042,062 

1926 14,560 0 26,600 41,160 88,678,636 

1927 49,138 0 54,258 103,396 95,134,742 

1928 69,276 0 25,376 94,652 109,320,730 

1929 72,034 0 25,240 97,274 108,352,026 

1930 72,348 0 27,916 100,264 88,418,812 

1931 34,624 0 28,076 62,700 68,638,488 

1932 29,976 0 27,744 57,720 69,952,774 

1933 108,112 0 23,736 131,848 80,817,502 

1934 38,034 0 32,414 70,448 93,542,586 

1935 15,336 0 21,750 37,086 92,103,466 

1936 63,536 0 44,440 107,976 112,527,610 

1937 163,648 0 52,510 216,158 132,415,996 

1938 68,900 0 54,276 123,176 115,601,252 

1939 138,830 0 48,526 187,356 114,896,060 

1940 14,838 0 54,114 68,952 145,947,072 

1941 17,830 0 50,396 68,226 133,893,872 

1942 0 0 118 118 161,091,148 

1943 0 0 0 0 140,469,396 

1944 0 0 0 0 143,363,596 

1945 812 0 11,142 11,954 157,033,058 

1946 181,642 0 369,834 551,476 200,615,308 

1947 403,634 0 155,304 558,938 255,432,824 

1948 22,454 0 227,322 249,776 292,932,338 

1949 26,014 0 341,956 367,970 292,172,976 

1950 264 2,754 182,292 185,310 364,664,302 

1951 320 10 532,564 532,894 492,788,434 

1952 0 3,064 133,402 136,466 476,837,448 

1953 0 10 204,330 204,340 466,947,312 

1954 34,450 0 211,700 246,150 484,745,756 

1955 304,370 66 213,148 517,584 514,299,710 

1956 262,120 18 395,238 657,376 550,198,420 

1957 1,189,660 19,152 305,464 1,514,276 548,610,374 

1958 1,955,960 5,670 399,418 2,361,048 495,968,434 
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Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China World 

1959 4,979,812 11,100 764,922 5,755,834 581,996,134 

1960 4,670,434 23,396 952,142 5,645,972 599,805,526 

1961 2,644,648 16,450 805,914 3,467,012 560,808,180 

1962 994,928 13,602 376,960 1,385,490 329,372,382 

1963 3,050,266 21,240 1,190,244 4,261,750 619,986,590 

1964 5,600,898 44,068 1,482,894 7,127,860 728,408,528 

1965 3,181,208 158,740 1,437,972 4,777,920 733,659,514 

1966 6,281,926 356,666 1,558,436 8,197,028 756,827,576 

1967 8,216,628 614,858 2,064,824 10,896,310 717,622,738 

1968 5,716,629 942,866 2,223,735 8,883,230 799,938,607 

1969 3,683,433 2,430,001 3,579,625 9,693,059 968,877,593 

1970 4,076,836 3,067,232 4,517,644 11,661,712 1,064,466,057 

1971 1,653,525 2,483,380 6,580,644 10,717,549 1,108,091,197 

1972 1,700,150 3,528,090 8,799,940 14,028,180 1,346,613,991 

1973 5,952,665 9,281,784 15,139,353 30,373,802 1,758,697,594 

1974 16,562,423 9,022,709 16,626,225 42,211,357 1,746,168,962 

1975 10,826,675 9,312,407 16,819,618 36,958,700 1,558,025,269 

1976 25,503,864 23,203,511 24,217,582 72,924,957 2,255,628,178 

1977 25,109,000 29,774,000 41,950,000 96,833,000 3,096,719,000 

1978 43,242,000 28,218,000 38,998,000 110,458,000 3,141,043,000 

1979 78,846,000 35,321,000 50,280,000 164,447,000 3,945,961,000 

1980 117,367,000 47,205,000 78,275,000 242,847,000 5,012,453,000 

1981 172,804,000 59,151,000 80,035,000 311,990,000 5,830,031,000 

1982 122,397,000 96,761,000 95,601,000 314,759,000 6,940,261,000 

1983 177,177,000 126,144,000 92,322,000 395,643,000 7,935,407,000 

1984 176,833,000 155,696,000 116,938,000 449,467,000 8,623,851,000 

1985 298,213,000 168,884,000 182,882,000 649,979,000 11,315,802,000 

1986 229,577,000 128,755,000 161,075,000 519,407,000 10,571,747,000 

1987 425,488,000 169,673,000 186,233,000 781,394,000 12,107,217,000 

1988 435,332,000 205,806,000 177,645,000 818,783,000 12,451,522,000 

1989 539,520,000 281,407,000 247,762,000 1,068,689,000 14,905,379,000 

1990 157,097,000 248,647,000 215,666,000 621,410,000 15,163,514,000 

1991 186,100,000 315,673,000 240,661,000 742,434,000 15,768,428,000 

1992 361,466,000 430,832,000 362,809,000 1,155,107,000 17,840,290,000 

1993 368,077,000 486,710,000 412,660,000 1,267,447,000 18,971,225,000 

1994 528,643,000 507,316,000 481,909,000 1,517,868,000 19,827,056,000 

1995 544,703,000 632,341,000 595,586,000 1,772,630,000 20,924,925,000 

1996 519,988,000 571,630,000 688,597,000 1,780,215,000 20,711,286,000 

1997 559,973,307 554,170,125 574,731,105 1,688,874,537 21,033,191,821 

1998 614,346,958 565,419,767 630,818,165 1,810,584,890 21,941,031,326 

1999 626,393,734 533,456,786 539,404,948 1,699,255,468 22,581,768,807 

2000 766,179,438 663,694,040 711,285,838 2,141,159,316 26,111,196,938 

2001 1,125,595,662 730,370,773 848,497,975 2,704,464,410 31,999,885,874 

2002 1,434,262,951 711,042,259 697,762,112 2,843,067,322 32,331,654,867 

2003 1,456,684,294 666,603,942 581,810,934 2,705,099,170 29,291,151,866 

2004 1,617,245,660 661,234,385 555,617,048 2,834,097,093 29,864,436,257 

2005 1,586,855,945 687,665,134 531,779,231 2,806,300,310 30,617,904,486 

2006 1,739,894,271 800,025,929 543,683,856 3,083,604,056 32,430,464,929 

2007 1,875,945,825 795,350,127 578,170,347 3,249,466,299 34,933,621,299 

2008 2,090,703,403 741,783,389 615,660,356 3,448,147,148 40,028,146,308 

2009 3,359,361,864 768,599,852 822,670,566 4,950,632,282 43,028,288,791 

2010 4,108,621,305 814,203,282 826,011,093 5,748,835,680 40,669,469,336 

2011 5,634,573,057 894,300,177 787,613,376 7,316,486,610 46,072,276,283 
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Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China World 

2012 6,106,143,022 802,503,387 881,526,049 7,790,172,458 46,688,062,464 

2013 7,715,372,699 865,418,741 816,510,314 9,397,301,754 45,704,290,138 

2014 11,572,309,670 985,951,885 724,419,093 13,282,680,648 51,161,136,425 

Sources and notes 

The former Portuguese enclave of Macau, now like Hong Kong a Special Administrative 

Region (SAR) of the People’s Republic of China has been excluded for clarity; its trade with 

New Zealand being very small. Prior to Japan’s seizure in 1895 Taiwan (then known by its 

Portuguese name, Formosa) would have been included in trade with China (here called the 

Mainland). Taiwan reverted to the Republic of China in 1945, and although its political status 

has been contested since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, New 

Zealand trade with it is recorded in 1947 and 1949 for imports, and for both imports and 

exports from 1950 onwards. 

The data up to 1996 was first collated and published in Beal, Tim. "New Zealand and Greater 

China: Changing patterns of the direction of trade in New Zealand and China, Present and 

Future: Issues in NZ-China Relations, edited by Tim Beal and Yongjin Zhang. Wellington: 

Centre for Asia/Pacific Law and Business, Victoria University of Wellington, 1996.  The note 

to the tables in that paper stated: 

These statistics were originally compiled by the NZ Customs Department and published either directly or 

via the Statistics Department, now Statistics NZ. The more recent data has been taken directly from the 

INFOS database. Data over such a long period experiences various changes in definition which I will not 

attempt to go into here.  The important point is that comparability over time is never exact and the figures 

for value should be treated with some caution.  Inflation aside, there are other problems.  The unit of 

currency has moved from the NZ pound to the NZ dollar and so the earlier figures have been multiplied 

by a factor of two.  The earlier data was given in calendar years (but calculated on the 15th of the month) 

and the practice was changed to June years in the early 1960s; 1961 is a calendar year, 1962 is a transition 

year and 1963 covers the period July 1962-June 1963.  The values are given mainly for reference; the 

more useful data is the calculation of share and this is what is discussed in the text of the paper. 

 

Those tables combined value and share but the values are now so large that it has been 

necessary to split the date into two components, value and share. 

Data since then has been sourced from Statistics New Zealand as described below. 
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Source: "Infoshare." Statistics New Zealand, http://www.stats.govt.nz/infoshare/. 

Downloaded 17 June 2015 

Group: Harmonised Trade - Total Exports (exports + re-exports) 

Table: Harmonised Trade - Total Exports (exports + re-exports) (Aggregated Monthly - Financial Year) 
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Table A5: New Zealand’s exports to Greater China 1859-2014, by share 

Percentage share of total exports 

 
Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China 

1859 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.9 

1860 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1861 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1862 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1863 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1864 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1865 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1866 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1867 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1868 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1869 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 

1870 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1871 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.4 

1872 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.5 

1873 0.1 0.0 0.5 0.6 

1874 0.1 0.0 0.7 0.8 

1875 0.2 0.0 0.4 0.6 

1876 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.5 

1877 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.6 

1878 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.4 

1879 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1880 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.4 

1881 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 

1882 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1883 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.2 

1884 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

1885 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1886 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1887 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 

1888 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

1889 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1890 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1891 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1892 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1893 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1894 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1895 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1896 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1897 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1898 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1899 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1900 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1901 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.4 

1902 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.5 

1903 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.4 

1904 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

1905 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1906 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 
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Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China 

1907 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1908 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1909 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1910 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1911 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1912 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1913 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1914 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1915 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1916 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1917 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1918 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1919 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1920 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1921 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1922 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1923 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1924 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1925 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1926 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1927 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1928 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1929 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1930 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1931 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1932 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1933 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 

1934 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1935 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1936 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1937 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 

1938 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1939 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 

1940 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1941 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1942 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1943 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1944 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1945 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1946 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.3 

1947 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1948 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1949 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1950 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1951 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1952 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1953 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1954 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1955 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1956 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1957 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.3 

1958 0.4 0.0 0.1 0.5 

1959 0.9 0.0 0.1 1.0 
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Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China 

1960 0.8 0.0 0.2 0.9 

1961 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.6 

1962 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.4 

1963 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.7 

1964 0.8 0.0 0.2 1.0 

1965 0.4 0.0 0.2 0.7 

1966 0.8 0.0 0.2 1.1 

1967 1.1 0.1 0.3 1.5 

1968 0.7 0.1 0.3 1.1 

1969 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.0 

1970 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.1 

1971 0.1 0.2 0.6 1.0 

1972 0.1 0.3 0.7 1.0 

1973 0.3 0.5 0.9 1.7 

1974 0.9 0.5 1.0 2.4 

1975 0.7 0.6 1.1 2.4 

1976 1.1 1.0 1.1 3.2 

1977 0.8 1.0 1.4 3.1 

1978 1.4 0.9 1.2 3.5 

1979 2.0 0.9 1.3 4.2 

1980 2.3 0.9 1.6 4.8 

1981 3.0 1.0 1.4 5.4 

1982 1.8 1.4 1.4 4.5 

1983 2.2 1.6 1.2 5.0 

1984 2.1 1.8 1.4 5.2 

1985 2.6 1.5 1.6 5.7 

1986 2.2 1.2 1.5 4.9 

1987 3.5 1.4 1.5 6.5 

1988 3.5 1.7 1.4 6.6 

1989 3.6 1.9 1.7 7.2 

1990 1.0 1.6 1.4 4.1 

1991 1.2 2.0 1.5 4.7 

1992 2.0 2.4 2.0 6.5 

1993 1.9 2.6 2.2 6.7 

1994 2.7 2.6 2.4 7.7 

1995 2.6 3.0 2.8 8.5 

1996 2.5 2.8 3.3 8.6 

1997 2.7 2.6 2.7 8.0 

1998 2.8 2.6 2.9 8.3 

1999 2.8 2.4 2.4 7.5 

2000 2.9 2.5 2.7 8.2 

2001 3.5 2.3 2.7 8.5 

2002 4.4 2.2 2.2 8.8 

2003 5.0 2.3 2.0 9.2 

2004 5.4 2.2 1.9 9.5 

2005 5.2 2.2 1.7 9.2 

2006 5.4 2.5 1.7 9.5 

2007 5.4 2.3 1.7 9.3 

2008 5.2 1.9 1.5 8.6 

2009 7.8 1.8 1.9 11.5 

2010 10.1 2.0 2.0 14.1 

2011 12.2 1.9 1.7 15.9 

2012 13.1 1.7 1.9 16.7 
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Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China 

2013 16.9 1.9 1.8 20.6 

2014 22.6 1.9 1.4 26.0 

Notes and sources: see preceding table 
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Table A6: New Zealand’s imports from Greater China 1859-2014, by value 

NZ$ at current values 

Country Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China World 

1859 0 0 0 0 3,102,060 

1860 12,554 0 0 12,554 3,096,666 

1861 0 0 0 0 4,987,622 

1862 0 0 0 0 9,252,164 

1863 0 0 0 0 14,049,348 

1864 0 0 1,214 1,214 14,001,310 

1865 9,282 0 0 9,282 11,189,954 

1866 3,064 0 0 3,064 11,789,726 

1867 121,120 0 0 121,120 10,689,214 

1868 160,868 0 592 161,460 9,971,496 

1869 106,610 0 5,070 111,680 9,952,252 

1870 28,372 0 26,604 54,976 9,278,030 

1871 65,676 0 83,832 149,508 8,136,386 

1872 96,838 0 29,524 126,362 10,285,902 

1873 122,006 0 36,282 158,288 12,929,374 

1874 125,540 0 16,524 142,064 16,243,624 

1875 300,000 0 15,464 315,464 16,058,344 

1876 133,418 0 0 133,418 13,810,342 

1877 112,030 0 0 112,030 13,946,836 

1878 330,906 0 0 330,906 17,511,326 

1879 155,118 0 0 155,118 16,749,170 

1880 230,376 0 0 230,376 12,324,022 

1881 298,456 0 0 298,456 14,914,090 

1882 346,742 0 0 346,742 17,218,540 

1883 203,292 0 74,626 277,918 15,948,076 

1884 135,472 0 121,526 256,998 15,327,776 

1885 258,308 0 48,910 307,218 14,959,842 

1886 259,450 0 80,638 340,088 13,518,026 

1887 313,246 0 60,494 373,740 12,491,030 

1888 262,370 0 103,728 366,098 11,883,800 

1889 176,466 0 46,776 223,242 12,594,194 

1890 71,212 0 47,630 118,842 12,521,050 

1891 37,630 0 43,806 81,436 13,007,698 

1892 31,574 0 72,158 103,732 13,886,112 

1893 22,938 0 51,140 74,078 13,823,030 

1894 11,312 0 41,532 52,844 13,576,040 

1895 26,570 0 50,758 77,328 12,800,258 

1896 34,178 0 44,676 78,854 14,274,640 

1897 34,720 0 52,060 86,780 16,110,446 

1898 12,602 0 53,230 65,832 16,461,200 

1899 9,032 0 36,726 45,758 17,479,264 

1900 2,990 0 41,906 44,896 21,292,192 

1901 30,648 0 36,490 67,138 23,635,830 

1902 25,000 0 37,340 62,340 22,232,326 

1903 10,010 0 39,136 49,146 25,013,954 

1904 8,880 0 33,472 42,352 25,965,780 

1905 8,812 0 29,368 38,180 25,102,776 

1906 6,600 0 34,126 40,726 29,748,886 
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Country Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China World 

1907 6,654 0 30,396 37,050 33,902,454 

1908 14,010 0 34,788 48,798 34,156,996 

1909 15,004 0 33,714 48,718 30,681,306 

1910 20,038 0 40,626 60,664 33,298,438 

1911 39,902 0 30,658 70,560 38,088,864 

1912 50,792 0 36,144 86,936 41,953,148 

1913 48,896 0 29,494 78,390 44,576,604 

1914 116,496 728 30,978 148,202 43,712,192 

1915 109,514 160 30,624 140,298 43,457,668 

1916 193,710 178 31,162 225,050 52,678,566 

1917 188,326 16 30,422 218,764 41,838,530 

1918 256,030 0 37,146 293,176 48,467,888 

1919 255,120 464 17,940 273,524 61,343,396 

1920 515,802 92 67,648 583,542 123,191,656 

1921 298,378 120 37,182 335,680 85,884,886 

1922 265,938 178 30,770 296,886 70,025,122 

1923 234,528 256 45,948 280,732 86,756,986 

1924 235,912 0 36,880 272,792 97,055,206 

1925 242,166 0 35,638 277,804 104,912,814 

1926 233,712 0 37,220 270,932 99,779,126 

1927 215,144 394 10,012 225,550 89,565,892 

1928 259,096 0 14,352 273,448 89,772,532 

1929 262,062 30 13,814 275,906 97,595,954 

1930 241,388 112 11,356 252,856 86,051,828 

1931 164,514 0 5,084 169,598 49,625,916 

1932 154,566 0 9,664 164,230 46,090,212 

1933 116,456 132 10,078 126,666 42,902,764 

1934 196,908 342 19,362 216,612 62,679,104 

1935 199,982 0 20,712 220,694 72,634,534 

1936 309,512 132 35,390 345,034 88,517,772 

1937 303,830 256 51,396 355,482 112,321,390 

1938 255,850 60 61,922 317,832 110,844,378 

1939 247,564 0 51,448 299,012 98,774,366 

1940 275,702 0 35,550 311,252 97,995,338 

1941 327,254 0 56,190 383,444 98,334,020 

1942 42,766 0 7,664 50,430 107,712,024 

1943 1,798 0 606 2,404 190,484,660 

1944 78,554 0 0 78,554 172,794,424 

1945 70,240 0 10 70,250 110,176,360 

1946 277,602 0 3,344 280,946 143,142,666 

1947 466,758 566 143,964 611,288 257,281,652 

1948 451,716 0 125,076 576,792 257,068,504 

1949 447,556 302 142,062 589,920 240,066,944 

1950 571,900 4,746 305,642 882,288 315,885,752 

1951 1,080,006 0 608,584 1,688,590 413,067,030 

1952 472,240 15,840 564,436 1,052,516 458,894,618 

1953 402,028 520,376 437,772 1,360,176 327,226,600 

1954 449,728 16,330 940,100 1,406,158 426,310,074 

1955 577,730 33,912 1,987,986 2,599,628 501,321,992 

1956 649,518 28,790 1,883,858 2,562,166 469,551,054 

1957 681,528 24,144 1,923,472 2,629,144 525,878,170 

1958 875,394 26,768 1,913,944 2,816,106 505,600,850 

1959 837,172 19,530 1,612,090 2,468,792 410,152,216 
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Country Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China World 

1960 868,548 24,644 3,944,208 4,837,400 506,314,878 

1961 868,442 13,848 4,549,572 5,431,862 576,582,834 

1962 412,286 6,362 2,149,460 2,568,108 237,479,190 

1963 1,125,488 785,360 6,377,768 8,288,616 576,634,596 

1964 1,600,878 129,818 8,209,782 9,940,478 694,018,952 

1965 2,118,346 2,039,918 9,322,066 13,480,330 724,460,424 

1966 2,991,242 2,055,404 10,077,698 15,124,344 792,770,634 

1967 3,368,298 144,166 10,213,084 13,725,548 814,207,552 

1968 3,120,576 121,216 13,678,296 16,920,088 674,693,286 

1969 5,380,903 268,141 14,680,506 20,329,550 852,887,162 

1970 4,691,331 736,698 18,977,051 24,405,080 1,007,198,080 

1971 4,883,841 788,232 20,039,711 25,711,784 1,155,528,162 

1972 5,880,672 1,488,647 20,863,632 28,232,951 1,238,982,723 

1973 7,600,355 3,463,589 21,663,808 32,727,752 1,374,137,208 

1974 15,517,333 7,293,140 44,215,059 67,025,532 2,036,726,755 

1975 15,118,407 8,161,201 36,451,552 59,731,160 2,763,103,284 

1976 12,395,276 7,925,571 44,743,422 65,064,269 2,961,598,270 

1977 19,890,000 14,159,000 61,072,000 95,121,000 3,537,982,000 

1978 22,983,000 16,257,000 44,957,000 84,197,000 3,276,655,000 

1979 24,150,000 27,101,000 57,671,000 108,922,000 3,840,507,000 

1980 47,488,000 38,751,000 70,839,000 157,078,000 5,172,607,000 

1981 39,976,000 49,430,000 65,873,000 155,279,000 6,023,628,000 

1982 47,930,000 69,403,000 90,148,000 207,481,000 6,907,718,000 

1983 48,863,000 77,839,000 97,097,000 223,799,000 6,928,240,000 

1984 52,135,000 103,117,000 109,884,000 265,136,000 8,197,888,000 

1985 78,917,000 166,621,000 168,596,000 414,134,000 11,344,237,000 

1986 83,779,000 176,393,000 129,670,000 389,842,000 10,468,298,000 

1987 84,668,000 292,528,000 182,647,000 559,843,000 10,803,376,000 

1988 111,243,000 329,415,000 178,646,000 619,304,000 10,625,121,000 

1989 125,161,000 372,779,000 202,624,000 700,564,000 11,401,687,000 

1990 153,282,000 400,914,000 196,248,000 750,444,000 14,420,081,000 

1991 194,622,000 357,193,000 171,762,000 723,577,000 14,050,965,000 

1992 319,778,000 399,880,000 194,975,000 914,633,000 14,214,958,000 

1993 458,633,000 452,994,000 217,863,000 1,129,490,000 15,979,440,000 

1994 516,601,000 487,064,000 207,039,000 1,210,704,000 17,019,252,000 

1995 644,159,000 536,584,000 213,141,000 1,393,884,000 19,746,349,000 

1996 712,817,000 498,031,000 193,094,000 1,403,942,000 19,798,278,000 

1997 821,895,473 547,854,471 138,091,913 1,507,841,857 19,784,847,490 

1998 1,027,606,540 523,350,854 139,407,125 1,690,364,519 21,009,942,243 

1999 1,149,536,019 518,595,615 169,144,491 1,837,276,125 22,583,642,736 

2000 1,527,297,070 594,711,871 159,075,136 2,281,084,077 27,459,863,197 

2001 2,013,288,110 648,554,907 159,883,004 2,821,726,021 29,885,322,594 

2002 2,225,034,462 615,131,521 137,863,129 2,978,029,112 29,776,485,245 

2003 2,523,476,539 662,028,890 137,369,749 3,322,875,178 30,160,991,765 

2004 2,876,969,118 695,574,751 153,542,497 3,726,086,366 31,341,513,887 

2005 3,422,840,084 829,311,209 186,632,342 4,438,783,635 33,433,404,267 

2006 4,133,379,800 682,928,711 186,490,614 5,002,799,125 36,585,875,124 

2007 4,937,336,832 793,536,032 190,515,731 5,921,388,595 38,671,388,873 

2008 5,470,081,778 873,457,173 194,457,065 6,537,996,016 41,924,876,258 

2009 6,297,060,824 831,868,357 190,500,480 7,319,429,661 43,438,186,886 

2010 5,807,818,622 655,977,249 129,469,084 6,593,264,955 37,940,144,617 

2011 6,721,988,892 616,461,345 153,342,346 7,491,792,583 42,665,605,775 

2012 7,267,842,806 788,371,616 148,567,864 8,204,782,286 45,059,724,306 
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Country Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China World 

2013 7,375,621,542 669,107,300 130,447,693 8,175,176,535 44,159,194,428 

2014 8,062,279,160 755,321,289 131,598,859 8,949,199,308 47,469,147,408 

 

Source and notes as preceding table 



Statistical Appendix Page 18 
 

Table A7: New Zealand’s imports from Greater China 1859-2014, by share 

Percentage share of total imports 

Country Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China 

1859 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1860 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.4 

1861 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1862 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1863 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1864 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1865 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1866 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1867 1.1 0.0 0.0 1.1 

1868 1.6 0.0 0.0 1.6 

1869 1.1 0.0 0.1 1.1 

1870 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.6 

1871 0.8 0.0 1.0 1.8 

1872 0.9 0.0 0.3 1.2 

1873 0.9 0.0 0.3 1.2 

1874 0.8 0.0 0.1 0.9 

1875 1.9 0.0 0.1 2.0 

1876 1.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 

1877 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.8 

1878 1.9 0.0 0.0 1.9 

1879 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.9 

1880 1.9 0.0 0.0 1.9 

1881 2.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 

1882 2.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 

1883 1.3 0.0 0.5 1.7 

1884 0.9 0.0 0.8 1.7 

1885 1.7 0.0 0.3 2.1 

1886 1.9 0.0 0.6 2.5 

1887 2.5 0.0 0.5 3.0 

1888 2.2 0.0 0.9 3.1 

1889 1.4 0.0 0.4 1.8 

1890 0.6 0.0 0.4 0.9 

1891 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.6 

1892 0.2 0.0 0.5 0.7 

1893 0.2 0.0 0.4 0.5 

1894 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.4 

1895 0.2 0.0 0.4 0.6 

1896 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.6 

1897 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.5 

1898 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.4 

1899 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.3 

1900 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

1901 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.3 

1902 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.3 

1903 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2 

1904 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1905 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1906 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 
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Country Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China 

1907 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1908 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 

1909 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1910 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1911 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1912 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1913 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1914 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.3 

1915 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.3 

1916 0.4 0.0 0.1 0.4 

1917 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.5 

1918 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.6 

1919 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.4 

1920 0.4 0.0 0.1 0.5 

1921 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.4 

1922 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.4 

1923 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.3 

1924 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1925 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1926 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1927 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1928 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1929 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1930 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1931 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1932 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.4 

1933 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1934 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1935 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1936 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.4 

1937 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1938 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.3 

1939 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.3 

1940 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 

1941 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.4 

1942 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1943 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1944 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

1945 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 

1946 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 

1947 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1948 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 

1949 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1950 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.3 

1951 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.4 

1952 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 

1953 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.4 

1954 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.3 

1955 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.5 

1956 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.5 

1957 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.5 

1958 0.2 0.0 0.4 0.6 

1959 0.2 0.0 0.4 0.6 
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Country Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China 

1960 0.2 0.0 0.8 1.0 

1961 0.2 0.0 0.8 0.9 

1962 0.2 0.0 0.9 1.1 

1963 0.2 0.1 1.1 1.4 

1964 0.2 0.0 1.2 1.4 

1965 0.3 0.3 1.3 1.9 

1966 0.4 0.3 1.3 1.9 

1967 0.4 0.0 1.3 1.7 

1968 0.5 0.0 2.0 2.5 

1969 0.6 0.0 1.7 2.4 

1970 0.5 0.1 1.9 2.4 

1971 0.4 0.1 1.7 2.2 

1972 0.5 0.1 1.7 2.3 

1973 0.6 0.3 1.6 2.4 

1974 0.8 0.4 2.2 3.3 

1975 0.5 0.3 1.3 2.2 

1976 0.4 0.3 1.5 2.2 

1977 0.6 0.4 1.7 2.7 

1978 0.7 0.5 1.4 2.6 

1979 0.6 0.7 1.5 2.8 

1980 0.9 0.7 1.4 3.0 

1981 0.7 0.8 1.1 2.6 

1982 0.7 1.0 1.3 3.0 

1983 0.7 1.1 1.4 3.2 

1984 0.6 1.3 1.3 3.2 

1985 0.7 1.5 1.5 3.7 

1986 0.8 1.7 1.2 3.7 

1987 0.8 2.7 1.7 5.2 

1988 1.0 3.1 1.7 5.8 

1989 1.1 3.3 1.8 6.1 

1990 1.1 2.8 1.4 5.2 

1991 1.4 2.5 1.2 5.1 

1992 2.2 2.8 1.4 6.4 

1993 2.9 2.8 1.4 7.1 

1994 3.0 2.9 1.2 7.1 

1995 3.3 2.7 1.1 7.1 

1996 3.6 2.5 1.0 7.1 

1997 4.2 2.8 0.7 7.6 

1998 4.9 2.5 0.7 8.0 

1999 5.1 2.3 0.7 8.1 

2000 5.6 2.2 0.6 8.3 

2001 6.7 2.2 0.5 9.4 

2002 7.5 2.1 0.5 10.0 

2003 8.4 2.2 0.5 11.0 

2004 9.2 2.2 0.5 11.9 

2005 10.2 2.5 0.6 13.3 

2006 11.3 1.9 0.5 13.7 

2007 12.8 2.1 0.5 15.3 

2008 13.0 2.1 0.5 15.6 

2009 14.5 1.9 0.4 16.9 

2010 15.3 1.7 0.3 17.4 

2011 15.8 1.4 0.4 17.6 

2012 16.1 1.7 0.3 18.2 
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Country Mainland Taiwan Hong Kong Greater China 

2013 16.7 1.5 0.3 18.5 

2014 17.0 1.6 0.3 18.9 

Source and notes as preceding table 

 



Statistical Appendix Page 22 
 

Table A8: China’s trade with New Zealand, and World, 1984-2014 

 
Exports Imports Balance 

Period World NZ World NZ 
 

 
US$m % 1984=100 US$m 

 
% 1984=100 US$m 

1984 24,871 31 0.12 100 26,185 136 0.52 100 -106 

1985 25,632 30 0.12 94 39,795 149 0.37 72 -119 

1986 31,061 28 0.09 73 43,164 218 0.51 97 -190 

1987 39,437 44 0.11 91 43,216 216 0.50 96 -172 

1988 47,516 39 0.08 67 55,268 407 0.74 142 -368 

1989 52,538 39 0.07 61 59,140 304 0.51 99 -265 

1990 62,091 49 0.08 64 53,345 126 0.24 45 -77 

1991 71,842 65 0.09 74 63,791 169 0.26 51 -104 

1992 84,940 87 0.10 83 80,585 279 0.35 66 -192 

1993 91,744 131 0.14 115 103,959 264 0.25 49 -133 

1994 121,006 188 0.16 126 115,614 316 0.27 53 -128 

1995 148,779 232 0.16 126 132,083 346 0.26 50 -114 

1996 151,047 231 0.15 124 138,833 403 0.29 56 -172 

1997 182,792 282 0.15 125 142,370 349 0.25 47 -67 

1998 183,809 275 0.15 121 140,237 410 0.29 56 -135 

1999 194,931 343 0.18 142 165,699 481 0.29 56 -138 

2000 249,203 416 0.17 135 225,094 638 0.28 54 -222 

2001 266,098 435 0.16 132 243,553 737 0.30 58 -302 

2002 325,596 596 0.18 148 295,170 803 0.27 52 -207 

2003 438,228 803 0.18 148 412,760 1,024 0.25 48 -221 

2004 593,326 1,077 0.18 147 561,229 1,413 0.25 48 -336 

2005 761,953 1,353 0.18 144 659,953 1,326 0.20 39 27 

2006 968,936 1,620 0.17 135 791,461 1,314 0.17 32 305 

2007 1,220,060 2,162 0.18 143 956,115 1,538 0.16 31 624 

2008 1,430,693 2,510 0.18 142 1,132,562 1,892 0.17 32 617 

2009 1,201,647 2,085 0.17 140 1,005,555 2,477 0.25 47 -392 

2010 1,577,764 2,765 0.18 142 1,396,002 3,763 0.27 52 -999 

2011 1,898,388 3,737 0.20 159 1,743,395 4,981 0.29 55 -1,244 

2012 2,048,782 3,865 0.19 153 1,818,199 5,810 0.32 61 -1,946 

2013 2,209,007 4,132 0.19 151 1,949,992 8,253 0.42 81 -4,122 

2014 2,342,343 4,738 0.20 164 1,958,021 9,505 0.49 93 -4,767 
Notes:  
Balance is China's balance with New Zealand, i.e. exports to NZ - imports from NZ 
% is New Zealand’s share of China’s exports and imports, respectively 
1984=100 is an index number of that percentage, with base year 1984 

 

Source: 
United Nations Commodity Trade Statistics Database  
Downloaded 21 June 2015 
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The Early trade with the People’s Republic of China 

Challenges of statistical reconstruction 

Prior to 1988 the main source of accessible statistical data on New Zealand’s trade with 

China, and indeed on New Zealand itself, is the New Zealand Official Yearbook. This section 

assembles trade data on that period, with special emphasis on wool. Since wool is by far the 

most important commodity in New Zealand-China trade in these years it is used as an 

example of the reconstruction process, with an introductory overview of the challenges 

involved. Data presented here on the wool trade is quite detailed for illustrative purposes, but 

it is considered that summary data on the other commodities is sufficient. 

 New Zealand, it was said, lived off the sheep’s back with wool and sheepmeat being the 

cornerstone of the economy. Apart from the 19
th

 gold boom wool was until fairly recently 

usually the major export commodity. It fell in importance in the late 1970s, then rose again 

largely due to exports to China, before declining from 1990 onwards. It is now about 2% of 

exports.
1
 Wool dominated New Zealand’s early exports to the People’s Republic of China. 

The statistics of New Zealand’s exports of wool to China exemplify some of the problems 

involved in reconstructing even recent history. Statistics New Zealand INFOSHARE 

database, which replaces the previous INFOS database, currently provides data back to 

January 1988.
2
 Before then we need to turn to the New Zealand Official Yearbook published 

nearly annually since 1893. Fortunately these have been digitised and are available online.
3
 

This is an immensely useful resource but compiling time series from yearbooks is a tedious 

and frustrating business. Extracting data from 40 odd separate books for the period 1949 to 

1988 is clearly a reasonably onerous task but it is compounded by two factors, one external 

and the other internal to the Yearbooks themselves. 
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Externally there were two major changes. In 1967 New Zealand decimalised the currency and 

the £NZ was replaced by the NZ$, at a rate of $2 to £1. In the Yearbooks some of the data in 

$ is backdated to 1963. In the previous year, 1962, trade statistics were changed from the 

calendar year (i.e. January-December) to the June year which accorded with the with the farm 

production year, a reflection of the importance of agriculture to New Zealand trade at that 

time. Thus the Yearbook presents trade statistics for January to December 1961, January to 

June 1962 (JJ62)  and July 1962 to June 1993, the last period being described as ‘June year 

1963’, or simply ‘1963’. This change did not produce confusion in the Yearbooks, but 

caution must be exercised elsewhere where both types of years are used, often without it 

being made clear which one it is. Indeed, the practice now seems, at Statistics New Zealand 

and elsewhere, to use a December year; a reflection perhaps of the declining importance of 

agriculture. However, in this book the June year is used, unless otherwise specified, in order 

to preserve continuity with the earlier statistics. 

Internally there were a number of changes which required attention to detail and 

recalculation. For instance the weight of wool is given in lbs up to June 1962 (JJ62), in 

1000lbs from June year 63 to 1967, and in metric tons, or tonnes, from 1968 onwards. These 

variations are recorded in the detailed tables, but elsewhere data is recalibrated back to the 

beginning of the series in the latest mode; here tonnes. However the biggest problem stems 

from the basic characteristic of a yearbook; it is an annual publication reflecting the concerns 

(and resource constraints) of the time, with a specific but changing editorial team, which also 

attempts to preserve continuity with previous volumes. The tension between the two aspects 

was always there but reached a peak in the late 1980s, perhaps a reflection of the turmoil in 

New Zealand politics at the time – the reforms of the Labour government and ‘Rogernomics’, 

the economic policies associated with Roger Douglas. Whatever the cause things went 

somewhat awry. The Yearbook had traditionally been published annually, dated usually 
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around the middle of the year given in the title, though it probably only reached bookshops 

towards the end of that year. However in the final years of the 1980s this sequence was 

disrupted. The 1985 Yearbook was dated October 1985, then we have three double years – 

Yearbook 1986-87 (September 1986), Yearbook 1987-88 (September 1987), and Yearbook 

1988-1989 (October 1988). The single year Yearbooks resumed in 1990, and have continued 

since then although 1991 was missed out. Yearbook 1990 (June 1990)  was a special enlarged 

edition marking the sesquicentennial (150th anniversary) of the Treaty of Waitangi and for 

some reason was titled . THE NEW ZEALAND OFFICIAL 1990 YEAR BOOK. 

Incidentally, the Yearbook was usually spelt as a single word, sometimes as a hyphenated one 

(Year-book), and on occasions, as here, as two separate words, again a sign of the tension 

between continuity and specificity.  

By 1990, with INFOSHARE data available, the Yearbook ceases to be a crucial source of 

information on trade statistics. However, it will be noted that the Yearbook was not published 

in 1989. The gap would have been of no consequence, looking back from 2016, if subsequent 

yearbooks and provided the data but it was during these years that the statistical content was 

slimmed down. For many years there had been a table giving data for quantity, value and 

major markets for the main exports commodities. Another table did the same to imports. In 

the ‘Destination of Main Exports’ wool was the first item, and China was always shown, 

apart from 1950-53. By the late 1980s China became the major market. However the ‘Main 

Exports’ (and ‘Main Imports’) table disappeared after 1984. Wool was not entirely forgotten. 

From 1985 there was a table (giving data back to 1981) entitled ‘Table 15.26. EXPORT 

DESTINATIONS OF NEW ZEALAND RAW WOOL’. This gave quantity data in terms of 

‘(000 Tonnes Clean Equivalent’ which was not quite compatible with the previous quantity 

description of tonnes of Wool (Greasy, Slipe, and Scoured). More important no values were 
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given. Snippets of value data were given in the text of the yearbook. For instance, the 

Yearbook 1988-89 gives a figure for 1987: 

The value of wool exports increased by 22.3 percent from $1,281.4 million in 1985-86 to $1,566.9 

million in 1986-87. The People's Republic of China purchased the largest amount ($284.4 million), 

with the United Kingdom ($161.0 million), Japan ($150.9 million), the U.S.S.R. ($138.6 million) and 

Belgium ($80.7 million) following. 

 

The next Yearbook, the one for 1990 gives data for 1989: 

The value of wool exports increased by 10.7 percent from $1 621.9 million in 1987–88 to $1 795.9 

million in 1988–89. The People's Republic of China purchased the largest amount ($421.9 million), 

with the Soviet Union ($162.7 million), Japan ($150.0 million), the United Kingdom ($133.3 million) 

and Belgium ($99.6 million) following. 

 

So we have the strange situation that the official yearbook omits data for our major export 

commodity to our major market in 1988. Fortunately Statistics New Zealand were able to 

supply data for exports to China for the second half of 1987 and this combined with data for 

the first half of 1988 from INFOSHARE enabled the figures for the June year to be 

reconstructed. 

Table A9: New Zealand’s exports of wool to China, and total to world, 1949-1984, by 

quantity 

  
China Total 

 
units original tonnes original tonnes 

1949 lb 58,693 27 429,657,252 194,891 

1950 lb 
  

393,973,500 178,705 

1951 lb na 
 

316,863,280 143,728 

1952 lb na 
 

438,107,606 198,724 

1953 lb - 
 

391,607,133 177,632 

1954 lb 48,031 22 392,900,020 178,218 

1955 lb 462,845 210 417,362,858 189,315 

1956 lb 449,800 204 427,882,287 194,086 

1957 lb 1,621,110 735 431,529,366 195,740 

1958 lb 4,796,848 2,176 456,927,692 207,261 

1959 lb 11,967,526 5,428 528,664,167 239,800 

1960 lb 8,268,585 3,751 521,966,526 236,762 

1961 lb 2,917,841 1,324 554,762,676 251,639 

JJ62 lb 900,933 409 359,350,738 163,000 
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1963 1000lb 3,903 1,770 576,534 261,514 

1964 1000lb 6,786 3,078 568,818 258,014 

1965 1000lb 5,745 2,606 531,450 241,064 

1966 1000lb 10,164 4,610 613,381 278,228 

1967 1000lb 19,391 8,796 500,778 227,151 

1968 tonnes 7,110 7,110 268,429 121,759 

1969 tonnes 2,831 2,831 307,917 139,670 

1970 tonnes 3,892 3,892 303,050 137,463 

1971 tonnes 1,279 1,279 293,494 133,128 

1972 tonnes 1,767 1,767 312,370 141,690 

1973 tonnes 2,946 2,946 288,079 130,672 

1974 tonnes 8,303 8,303 213,158 96,688 

1975 tonnes – – 218,198 98,974 

1976 tonnes 8,160 8,160 272,367 123,545 

1977 tonnes 2,899 2,899 253,899 115,168 

1978 tonnes 7,301 7,301 242,910 110,183 

1979 tonnes 10,648 10,648 258,775 117,380 

1980 tonnes 14,685 14,685 285,043 129,295 

1981 tonnes 33,701 33,701 289,488 131,311 

1982 tonnes 27,456 27,456 281,568 127,718 

1983 tonnes 39,502 39,502 322,211 146,154 

1984 tonnes 26,775 26,775 308,155 139,778 
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Table A10: New Zealand’s exports of wool to China, and total to world, 1949-1984, 

by value 

  
China Total 

 
unit original $'000 original $'000 

1949 £ 7,800 16 46,553,151 93,106 

1950 £ 
  

74,653,007 149,306 

1951 £ na 
 

128,176,051 256,352 

1952 £ na 
 

81,998,141 163,996 

1953 £ - 
 

84,597,996 169,196 

1954 £ 17,225 34 88,437,306 176,875 

1955 £ 152,185 304 93,887,091 187,774 

1956 £ 131,060 262 91,531,867 183,064 

1957 £ 456,068 912 105,958,787 211,918 

1958 £ 929,741 1,859 80,036,777 160,074 

1959 £ 2,246,921 4,494 89,643,287 179,287 

1960 £ 1,724,692 3,449 102,408,963 204,818 

1961 £ 598,961 1,198 100,312,424 200,625 

JJ62 £ 178,354 357 63,746,162 127,492 

1963 $'000 1,644 1,644 214,383 214,383 

1964 $'000 3,738 3,738 273,506 273,506 

1965 $'000 2,459 2,459 208,640 208,640 

1966 $'000 4,427 4,427 231,939 231,939 

1967 $'000 7,333 7,333 174,105 174,105 

1968 $'000 4,190 4,190 158,216 158,216 

1969 $'000 2,378 2,378 212,381 212,381 

1970 $'000 2,414 2,414 204,222 204,222 

1971 $'000 768 768 187,850 187,850 

1972 $'000 1,276 1,276 228,639 228,639 

1973 $'000 4,539 4,539 424,041 424,041 

1974 $'000 14,913 14,913 361,576 361,576 

1975 $'000 – – 261,657 261,657 

1976 $'000 12,402 12,402 456,406 456,406 

1977 $'000 7,333 7,333 648,152 648,152 

1978 $'000 16,210 16,210 579,980 579,980 

1979 $'000 24,915 24,915 683,322 683,322 

1980 $'000 43,751 43,751 930,760 930,760 

1981 $'000 96,834 96,834 892,602 892,602 

1982 $'000 84,571 84,571 918,842 918,842 

1983 $'000 116,463 116,463 1,017,101 1,017,101 

1984 $'000 85,459 85,459 1,113,304 1,113,304 
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Table A11: New Zealand’s exports of wool to China and total to world, 1985-88 

$m 

 
China Total 

1985 195.1 1,475.4 

1986 147.7 1,281.4 

1987 284.4 1,566.9 

1988 315.8 1,621.9 

 

Sources 

Total 1985-88: NZ Official Yearbook various years 

China 1985-87: NZ Official Yearbook various years 

China July-December 1987: Exports 1986-87. Department of Statistics, 1987 

China January – June 1988: "Infoshare." Statistics New Zealand, 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/infoshare/. 

Note: ‘1988’ is June year 1988, i.e. combination of July-December 1987 and January-June 

1988 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/infoshare/
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Table A 10: New Zealand’s exports of wool to China and world, 1949-2014 

Values in $’000 

 Wool All exports 

 China World  China  

 $'000 %CN  %NZ   $'000   

1949 16 60.0 0.0 93,106 26 

1950    149,306 0 

1951    256,352 0 

1952    163,996 - 

1953    169,196 - 

1954 34 100.0 0.0 176,875 34 

1955 304 100.0 0.2 187,774 304 

1956 262 100.0 0.1 183,064 262 

1957 912 76.7 0.4 211,918 1,190 

1958 1,859 95.1 1.2 160,074 1,956 

1959 4,494 90.2 2.5 179,287 4,980 

1960 3,449 73.9 1.7 204,818 4,670 

1961 1,198 45.3 0.6 200,625 2,645 

JJ1962 357 35.9 0.3 127,492 995 

1963 1,644 53.9 0.8 214,383 3,050 

1964 3,738 66.7 1.4 273,506 5,601 

1965 2,459 77.3 1.2 208,640 3,181 

1966 4,427 70.5 1.9 231,939 6,282 

1967 7,333 89.2 4.2 174,105 8,217 

1968 4,190 73.3 2.6 158,216 5,717 

1969 2,378 64.6 1.1 212,381 3,683 

1970 2,414 59.2 1.2 204,222 4,077 

1971 768 46.4 0.4 187,850 1,654 

1972 1,276 75.1 0.6 228,639 1,700 

1973 4,539 76.3 1.1 424,041 5,953 

1974 14,913 90.0 4.1 361,576 16,562 

1975 – - - 261,657 10,827 

1976 12,402 48.6 2.7 456,406 25,504 

1977 7,333 29.2 1.1 648,152 25,109 

1978 16,210 37.5 2.8 579,980 43,242 

1979 24,915 31.6 3.6 683,322 78,846 

1980 43,751 37.3 4.7 930,760 117,367 

1981 96,834 56.0 10.8 892,602 172,804 

1982 84,571 69.1 9.2 918,842 122,397 

1983 116,463 65.7 11.5 1,017,101 177,177 

1984 85,459 48.3 7.7 1,113,304 176,833 

1985 195,100 65.4 13.2 1,475,400 298,213 
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1986 147,700 64.3 11.5 1,281,400 229,577 

1987 284,400 66.8 18.2 1,566,900 425,488 

1988 315,830 72.5 19.5 1,621,900 435,332 

1989 421,870 78.2 23.5 1,795,889 539,520 

1990 99,414 63.3 7.6 1,315,876 157,097 

1991 90,592 48.7 9.4 962,452 186,100 

1992 222,668 61.6 20.6 1,081,333 361,466 

1993 186,874 50.8 20.7 900,765 368,077 

1994 286,241 54.1 27.2 1,054,135 528,643 

1995 311,833 57.2 24.9 1,252,897 544,703 

1996 294,691 56.7 28.5 1,033,997 519,988 

1997 212,221 37.9 22.4 946,627 559,973 

1998 185,614 30.2 20.3 914,576 614,347 

1999 118,745 19.0 16.0 742,999 626,394 

2000 125,514 16.4 15.7 801,938 766,179 

2001 164,629 14.6 18.6 886,115 1,125,596 

2002 216,286 15.1 26.2 824,233 1,434,263 

2003 149,695 10.3 18.7 801,337 1,456,684 

2004 165,161 10.2 22.3 740,099 1,617,246 

2005 131,776 8.3 19.8 665,671 1,586,856 

2006 183,338 10.5 26.6 688,757 1,739,894 

2007 167,846 8.9 25.6 655,285 1,875,946 

2008 180,739 8.6 29.5 613,038 2,090,703 

2009 221,150 6.6 38.8 569,680 3,359,362 

2010 243,875 5.9 44.2 552,056 4,108,621 

2011 335,635 6.0 46.8 716,905 5,634,573 

2012 403,057 6.6 51.9 776,267 6,106,143 

2013 369,960 4.8 54.5 678,308 7,715,373 

2014 385,709 3.3 52.6 733,209 11,572,310 

Notes 

Calendar years to 1961, Jan-June 1962, June years thereafter 

Sources: NZ Official Yearbook up to 1988, INFOSHARE thereafter 
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Table A11: WTO accession: Index numbers of NZ trade with China, Taiwan and the 

world, 1989-2014 

2001=100 

 
Imports Exports 

Country China Taiwan World China Taiwan World 

1989 6 57 38 48 39 47 

1990 8 62 48 14 34 47 

1991 10 55 47 17 43 49 

1992 16 62 48 32 59 56 

1993 23 70 53 33 67 59 

1994 26 75 57 47 69 62 

1995 32 83 66 48 87 65 

1996 35 77 66 46 78 65 

1997 41 84 66 50 76 66 

1998 51 81 70 55 77 69 

1999 57 80 76 56 73 71 

2000 76 92 92 68 91 82 

2001 100 100 100 100 100 100 

2002 111 95 100 127 97 101 

2003 125 102 101 129 91 92 

2004 143 107 105 144 91 93 

2005 170 128 112 141 94 96 

2006 205 105 122 155 110 101 

2007 245 122 129 167 109 109 

2008 272 135 140 186 102 125 

2009 313 128 145 298 105 134 

2010 288 101 127 365 111 127 

2011 334 95 143 501 122 144 

2012 361 122 151 542 110 146 

2013 366 103 148 685 118 143 

2014 400 116 159 1,028 135 160 

Source: as Tables A4 and A5 

Note: China joined the WTO 11 December 2001 and Taiwan (‘Chinese Taipei’) 1 January 

2002. The June year 2001 was therefore the last trade year prior to accession 
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Table A12: Composition of New Zealand Exports to China 1989-2014, by 2 digit HS 

code 

HS 
Code Short description $m % 

HS 
Code Short description $m % 

04 Dairy 18,348 32.1 82 Metal tools and cutlery 10 0.0 

44 Wood 9,112 15.9 89 Ships and boats 9 0.0 

51 Wool 5,978 10.5 10 Cereals 8 0.0 

02 Meat and edible offal 3,036 5.3 34 Soaps and polishes 8 0.0 

03 Fish 2,420 4.2 16 
Meat and fish 
preparations 8 0.0 

47 Wood pulp 2,343 4.1 81 Metals n.e.c. 7 0.0 

41 Hides, skins, and leather 1,934 3.4 18 Cocoa 7 0.0 

05 Animal products n.e.c. 1,674 2.9 62 
Apparel not knitted and 
crocheted 7 0.0 

19 Cereal preparations 1,481 2.6 63 Made up textile articles 6 0.0 

15 Fats and oils 1,423 2.5 83 
Miscellaneous metal 
articles 5 0.0 

29 Organic chemicals 1,058 1.9 49 Books and newspapers 3 0.0 

35 
Albuminoids, starches and 
glues 997 1.7 69 Ceramics 3 0.0 

08 Fruits and nuts 700 1.2 54 Man-made filaments 3 0.0 

48 Paper products 696 1.2 52 Cotton 2 0.0 

98 
New Zealand miscellaneous 
provisions 590 1.0 55 Man-made staple fibres 2 0.0 

23 Food wastes 567 1.0 78 Lead 2 0.0 

26 Ores and slag 541 0.9 59 Textile fabrics 2 0.0 

85 
Electrical machinery and 
equipment 529 0.9 64 Footwear 2 0.0 

84 Machinery 463 0.8 88 Aircrafts 2 0.0 

74 Copper 459 0.8 97 Art and antiques 2 0.0 

01 Live animals 444 0.8 86 Railway 1 0.0 

76 Aluminium 410 0.7 68 Stone 1 0.0 

27 Mineral fuels and oils 369 0.6 42 Leather products 1 0.0 

21 
Miscellaneous food 
preparations 179 0.3 96 

Miscellaneous 
manufactured products 1 0.0 

72 Iron and steel 167 0.3 09 Coffee, tea, and spices 1 0.0 

39 Plastics 164 0.3 71 
Pearls, precious stones 
and metals 1 0.0 

22 Beverages 138 0.2 65 Headgear 1 0.0 

90 
Optical, medical, and 
measuring equipment 100 0.2 79 Zinc 1 0.0 

07 Vegetables 63 0.1 58 Woven fabrics 1 0.0 

12 Oil seeds 53 0.1 13 
Gum, resins and 
vegetable extracts 1 0.0 

73 Iron and steel articles 53 0.1 11 Milling industry products 1 0.0 

43 Furs 43 0.1 80 Tin 0 0.0 
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HS 
Code Short description $m % 

HS 
Code Short description $m % 

17 Sugar 38 0.1 56 Wadding, twine and yarn 0 0.0 

30 Pharmaceuticals 36 0.1 67 
Feathers, down, and 
human hair 0 0.0 

20 
Vegetable, fruit, and nut 
preparations 35 0.1 75 Nickel 0 0.0 

38 Chemical products n.e.c. 33 0.1 45 Cork 0 0.0 

06 Plants 25 0.0 37 Photographic equipment 0 0.0 

32 Dyes, tannin, and paint 20 0.0 92 Musical instruments 0 0.0 

94 Furniture 20 0.0 93 
Weapons and 
ammunition 0 0.0 

57 Carpet 20 0.0 31 Fertilisers 0 0.0 

25 Mineral substances 18 0.0 53 Paper yarn 0 0.0 

70 Glass and glassware 15 0.0 14 
Vegetable products 
n.e.c. 0 0.0 

33 
Essential oils and cosmetic 
preparations 14 0.0 50 Silk 0 0.0 

87 Vehicles 14 0.0 36 
Explosives and 
combustible materials 0 0.0 

40 Rubber 12 0.0 66 Umbrellas 0 0.0 

28 
Inorganic chemicals and 
compounds 12 0.0 91 Clocks and watches 0 0.0 

95 Toys and games 12 0.0 24 Tobacco 0 0.0 

61 
Knitted and crocheted 
apparel 11 0.0 46 

Straw, basketware and 
wickerwork - - 

60 
Knitted and crocheted 
fabrics 11 0.0 99 Non-merchandise trade - - 

Source: INFOSHARE, Harmonised Trade – Exports, downloaded 8 April 2016 

Note the sum of individual sections ($56,988) is slightly different from the figure generated 

by searching for 'total exports ($57,196). The reason for this is unclear, but it makes no 

substantial difference to the analysis. 
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Table A13 Composition of New Zealand Imports from China 1989-2014, by 2 digit 

HS code 

HS 
Code Short description $m % 

HS 
Code Short description $m % 

85 
Electrical machinery and 
equipment 13,138 17.1 17 Sugar 170 0.2 

84 Machinery 12,422 16.2 21 
Miscellaneous food 
preparations 167 0.2 

61 
Knitted and crocheted 
apparel 7,051 9.2 54 Man-made filaments 166 0.2 

62 
Apparel not knitted and 
crocheted 6,173 8.0 27 Mineral fuels and oils 125 0.2 

94 Furniture 3,488 4.5 98 
New Zealand 
miscellaneous provisions 124 0.2 

95 Toys and games 3,395 4.4 08 Fruits and nuts 120 0.2 

64 Footwear 2,911 3.8 56 Wadding, twine and yarn 119 0.2 

73 Iron and steel articles 2,559 3.3 66 Umbrellas 115 0.2 

39 Plastics 2,547 3.3 92 Musical instruments 110 0.1 

63 Made up textile articles 1,916 2.5 57 Carpet 102 0.1 

42 Leather products 1,389 1.8 60 
Knitted and crocheted 
fabrics 99 0.1 

90 
Optical, medical, and 
measuring equipment 1,304 1.7 59 Textile fabrics 91 0.1 

87 Vehicles 1,180 1.5 67 
Feathers, down, and 
human hair 88 0.1 

48 Paper products 1,090 1.4 36 
Explosives and 
combustible materials 80 0.1 

29 Organic chemicals 1,015 1.3 58 Woven fabrics 75 0.1 

40 Rubber 893 1.2 46 
Straw, basketware and 
wickerwork 65 0.1 

28 
Inorganic chemicals and 
compounds 828 1.1 16 

Meat and fish 
preparations 60 0.1 

70 Glass and glassware 782 1.0 09 Coffee, tea, and spices 54 0.1 

69 Ceramics 721 0.9 81 Metals n.e.c. 49 0.1 

82 Metal tools and cutlery 689 0.9 15 Fats and oils 47 0.1 

31 Fertilisers 574 0.7 35 
Albuminoids, starches 
and glues 39 0.1 

83 Miscellaneous metal articles 541 0.7 43 Furs 38 0.0 

76 Aluminium 518 0.7 50 Silk 33 0.0 

25 Mineral substances 497 0.6 05 Animal products n.e.c. 29 0.0 

96 
Miscellaneous 
manufactured products 456 0.6 24 Tobacco 27 0.0 

71 
Pearls, precious stones and 
metals 384 0.5 22 Beverages 27 0.0 

20 
Vegetable, fruit, and nut 
preparations 383 0.5 13 

Gum, resins and 
vegetable extracts 26 0.0 

49 Books and newspapers 365 0.5 11 Milling industry products 23 0.0 
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HS 
Code Short description $m % 

HS 
Code Short description $m % 

72 Iron and steel 337 0.4 53 Paper yarn 23 0.0 

65 Headgear 329 0.4 97 Art and antiques 19 0.0 

44 Wood 305 0.4 93 
Weapons and 
ammunition 19 0.0 

55 Man-made staple fibres 283 0.4 23 Food wastes 19 0.0 

74 Copper 276 0.4 80 Tin 16 0.0 

33 
Essential oils and cosmetic 
preparations 268 0.3 18 Cocoa 15 0.0 

38 Chemical products n.e.c. 264 0.3 79 Zinc 15 0.0 

37 Photographic equipment 263 0.3 10 Cereals 12 0.0 

86 Railway 257 0.3 26 Ores and slag 11 0.0 

03 Fish 252 0.3 88 Aircrafts 11 0.0 

68 Stone 249 0.3 04 Dairy 10 0.0 

34 Soaps and polishes 245 0.3 45 Cork 9 0.0 

52 Cotton 230 0.3 14 
Vegetable products 
n.e.c. 8 0.0 

30 Pharmaceuticals 226 0.3 41 Hides, skins, and leather 5 0.0 

91 Clocks and watches 208 0.3 06 Plants 3 0.0 

32 Dyes, tannin, and paint 205 0.3 78 Lead 2 0.0 

51 Wool 193 0.3 75 Nickel 1 0.0 

12 Oil seeds 186 0.2 02 Meat and edible offal 0 0.0 

19 Cereal preparations 183 0.2 47 Wood pulp 0 0.0 

07 Vegetables 181 0.2 01 Live animals 0 0.0 

89 Ships and boats 171 0.2 99 Non-merchandise trade - - 
Source: INFOSHARE, Harmonised Trade Imports downloaded 10 April 2016 

Value is ‘value for duty’ 
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Table A14: Education and Tourism; visitor arrivals from China and World, 1979-

2015, by numbers 

 
China World 

 
Education Holiday All purposes Education Holiday All purposes 

1979 4 112 352 2,604 229,160 424,756 

1980 0 196 464 2,993 254,079 452,621 

1981 8 392 836 2,676 256,698 469,870 

1982 4 324 744 3,292 258,913 476,831 

1983 4 176 588 3,125 267,925 488,155 

1984 4 192 576 3,381 303,503 538,286 

1985 16 332 1,004 3,296 363,664 617,393 

1986 16 608 1,332 4,038 414,612 694,517 

1987 11 763 2,048 3,485 454,574 783,682 

1988 0 694 2,384 1,296 455,157 859,318 

1989 0 644 2,976 0 436,756 873,641 

1990 0 366 2,323 0 474,670 956,201 

1991 0 263 2,986 0 488,106 952,375 

1992 0 436 2,911 0 535,657 1,023,163 

1993 0 414 3,850 0 609,058 1,105,285 

1994 0 840 5,214 0 717,668 1,235,256 

1995 0 1,974 7,876 0 781,930 1,366,964 

1996 0 2,750 10,792 0 823,178 1,471,256 

1997 0 5,316 17,018 0 854,100 1,541,336 

1998 0 6,547 16,814 0 743,690 1,458,393 

1999 0 6,141 17,625 0 785,382 1,539,012 

2000 1,294 10,460 28,705 22,560 863,213 1,690,524 

2001 3,430 18,714 42,895 36,962 988,741 1,884,358 

2002 8,786 25,214 65,110 49,676 1,012,691 1,956,201 

2003 10,047 28,077 70,711 52,516 1,069,819 2,048,834 

2004 3,888 33,625 74,329 46,466 1,151,321 2,248,129 

2005 3,430 41,367 83,934 49,644 1,216,774 2,379,497 

2006 3,000 50,722 96,978 49,812 1,171,730 2,363,359 

2007 3,032 68,271 116,601 53,343 1,213,288 2,448,524 

2008 2,936 79,184 123,828 52,676 1,209,241 2,470,245 

2009 3,135 72,718 107,541 52,517 1,153,702 2,398,895 

2010 3,206 67,309 105,190 52,834 1,206,219 2,489,571 

2011 3,352 88,765 131,648 56,006 1,174,601 2,489,822 

2012 3,600 123,408 175,488 51,344 1,229,840 2,628,400 

2013 3,904 162,912 222,720 49,936 1,224,288 2,625,792 

2014 4,864 177,936 240,496 53,728 1,323,296 2,782,624 

2015 7,344 234,720 313,376 60,064 1,460,608 2,988,032 

Source: INFOSHARE; Group: International Travel and Migration – ITM; Table: Visitor arrivals by 
EVERY country of residence and purpose (Annual-Jun) 



Statistical Appendix Page 38 
 

Table A15: Education and Tourism; visitor arrivals from China, 1979-2015, by share 

 
Education Holiday All 

 
CN% NZ% CN% NZ% NZ% 

1979 1.1 0.2 31.8 0.0 0.1 

1980 - - 42.2 0.1 0.1 

1981 1.0 0.3 46.9 0.2 0.2 

1982 0.5 0.1 43.5 0.1 0.2 

1983 0.7 0.1 29.9 0.1 0.1 

1984 0.7 0.1 33.3 0.1 0.1 

1985 1.6 0.5 33.1 0.1 0.2 

1986 1.2 0.4 45.6 0.1 0.2 

1987 0.5 0.3 37.3 0.2 0.3 

1988 - - 29.1 0.2 0.3 

1989 - na 21.6 0.1 0.3 

1990 - na 15.8 0.1 0.2 

1991 - na 8.8 0.1 0.3 

1992 - na 15.0 0.1 0.3 

1993 - na 10.8 0.1 0.3 

1994 - na 16.1 0.1 0.4 

1995 - na 25.1 0.3 0.6 

1996 - na 25.5 0.3 0.7 

1997 - na 31.2 0.6 1.1 

1998 - na 38.9 0.9 1.2 

1999 - na 34.8 0.8 1.1 

2000 4.5 5.7 36.4 1.2 1.7 

2001 8.0 9.3 43.6 1.9 2.3 

2002 13.5 17.7 38.7 2.5 3.3 

2003 14.2 19.1 39.7 2.6 3.5 

2004 5.2 8.4 45.2 2.9 3.3 

2005 4.1 6.9 49.3 3.4 3.5 

2006 3.1 6.0 52.3 4.3 4.1 

2007 2.6 5.7 58.6 5.6 4.8 

2008 2.4 5.6 63.9 6.5 5.0 

2009 2.9 6.0 67.6 6.3 4.5 

2010 3.0 6.1 64.0 5.6 4.2 

2011 2.5 6.0 67.4 7.6 5.3 

2012 2.1 7.0 70.3 10.0 6.7 

2013 1.8 7.8 73.1 13.3 8.5 

2014 2.0 9.1 74.0 13.4 8.6 

2015 2.3 12.2 74.9 16.1 10.5 

Notes: 

CN%; Education or Tourism as % of total arrival from China 

NZ%: China’s share of arrivals in category 

Source: INFOSHARE; Group: International Travel and Migration – ITM; Table: Visitor arrivals by 
EVERY country of residence and purpose (Annual-Jun) 
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