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The Deployment of THAAD in Korea and the
Struggle over US Global Hegemony
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Abstract

The deployment of an initial THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defense)
battery in South Korea is part of a wider missile defense strategy which is primarily
aimed at the main challengers to US hegemony, China and Russia. The THAAD
unit has two principal components — the interceptors themselves and the AN/TPY-2
radar which provides initial identification of the target missile. The literature suggests
that the interceptors themselves will be largely ineffective in the context of the
Korean peninsula, but the location of the radar offers forward surveillance of launch
sites in China and Russia.

The surprise election of Donald Trump and the unexpected implosion of the
Park Geun-hye administration brings an element of uncertainty to the deployment.
However, barring the election of a forceful and determined progressive candidate
with a large mandate to succeed Park Geun-hye it seems likely that the initial
deployment will go ahead, with more to follow. Missile defense is too important
to US global hegemony to be deflected by anything other than a major upheaval.

0 Key Words: THAAD, Missile Defense, Hegemony, South Korea China relations,
US China confrontation
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