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31, July, 2008.
Media release for immediate distribution
NZ emergency aid to DPR Korea welcomed
The NZ DPR of Korea Society welcomes the decision of the New Zealand Government to make an emergency food grant of $500,000 to the United Nations for food distribution in the DPRK.

Since the devastating floods in 2007 the people of the DPRK have had to cope with very limited domestically grown food supplies. That combined with the stop start food distribution of international aid agencies dependent upon grants from their governments who themselves have locked humanitarian relief into their leverage at the 6 Party Talks has had the downstream effect of adding to the chronic hunger being experienced in many parts of the country.

The World Food Programme has been alerting the international community of the crisis throughout 2008. We trust that the New Zealand Government will continue to respond to the continuing evidence of chronic food shortages while at the same time entering into long term relationships with the DPRK agricultural sector who remain committed to returning the country to the self sufficiency which was enjoyed up to the 1990s.
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