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Rev Don Borrie
NZ-DPRK Society
7 Thornley Street
Titahi Bay
PORIRUA 5022

Dear Rev Borrie

Thank you for your letter of May 15 concerning the current food crisis in North
Korea.

We share your concern about the situation of people in Korea and the
increasing levels of food shortages following the floods in August last year.
Each year the New Zealand Government makes a contribution to several
multilateral agencies in preparing for, and responding to, natural disasters
including UN agencies such as the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN
international Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

This year the New Zealand Government has made a contribution of NZ$4.5
million to the World Food Programme (WFP) to address global food needs.
Following the WFP's extraordinary appeal in March, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs announced an additional contribution of NZ$7 million will be made to
WFP in July this year. In line with accepted internationally agreed principies of
good humanitarian donorship, we do not specify how these funds should be
used, but instead depend on the expertise of the WFP to allocate them
according to need.

in cases of exceptional need however, the New Zealand Government will make
additional contributions to alleviate humanitarian suffering. The World Food
Programme has recently conducted a comprehensive food security assessment

to determine the levels of need in DPRK. When the results of this survey are
announced, we will re-examine the situation and make a decision on whether to
make an additional contribution to the WFP’s DPRK programme.

Yours sincerely
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Helen Clark
Prime Minister

Parliament Buildings, Wellington, New Zealand.
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