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15 May 2008
The Prime Minister,
Parliament,

Wellington.

Dear Ms. Clark,

                         On behalf of our Society , and our partners in the DPRK, I draw your attention to the famine that is developing in North Korea.

   We ask that the New Zealand Government make a generous and significant Emergency Grant for famine relief. 

   As with previous grants this one can be made through the World Food Programme which , as the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Trade and NZ AID are aware , has been alerting donor countries of the emerging crisis for over six months.
   WFP, along with other international NGOs and DPRK Government agencies, are reporting that an ever increasing number of famine related deaths are occurring throughout the country including farming families.
    Food rationing which has previously been a strategy used to ensure an equitable distribution of scarce food supplies has had to be discontinued because in many places there is no food to distribute.

   Previous arguments promoted by donor countries justifying limitation of financial support on the grounds of the alleged DPRK’s nuclear weapons proliferation  no longer apply given the verifiable nuclear disarmament process being undertaken by the DPRK. NB This week’s handing over by the DPRK to US authorities of 18,000 pages of historical information on the DPRK’s nuclear research.
    We therefore urge that immediate humanitarian aid be granted to the people of the DPRK.

                                                                               Yours sincerely,

                                                                                Rev Don Borrie
	Chairman
	Rev Don Borrie, 7 Thornley St, Titahi Bay, Porirua tel/fax: +64 4 236 6422; 

email: dborrie@ihug.co.nz

	Secretary
	Dr Tim Beal, 19 Devon St., Kelburn, Wellington tel: +64 4 934 5132; 

email: Tim.Beal@vuw.ac.nz 

	Coordinator, Aid and Cooperation
	Rev Stuart Vogel, 74 Parau Street, Mt Roskill, Auckland, tel: +64 9 302 3405; 

email: s.vogel@xtra.co.nz

	Education Project Officer
	Tim Kearns, Christchurch; email: timkearns@hotmail.com; mobile: 021 125 8021
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