Proposal for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo

Dear friends, 
The Korean Committee for Solidarity with the World People takes it a pleasure to send this letter to the peace-loving and progressive people all over the world on the occasion of the month from October 1 to 31 every year to support the proposal for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo. 

28 years have passed since publication of the proposal for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo Oct, 10, 1980.      

The two different social systems and differences in ideologies are still existing in the north and south for over 60 years, therefore, neither side is willing to abandon them. Under these circumstances, if either side of the north and south regard its own ideology and the social systems as absolute and try to force them upon the other side, it will inevitably lead to confrontation and conflict, and it will bring about national disaster upon the Korean people.  Therefore, in order to achieve the reunification of Korea in conformity with the desire of the Korean nation and peacefully, great unity of the whole nation should be realized, transcending the differences in ideology and social systems.  

Along with it, the north and south should accept practical and rational unification formula on condition that the north and south recognize and tolerate each other’s ideas and social systems as they are. That is the reason why the proposal for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo is the fairest one acceptable to the both sides for realizing the reunification of Korea as early as possible. In the historic June 15 Joint Declaration in 2000, the North and South, recognizing a proposal for federation of lower state advanced by the north side and a proposal for confederation put forth by the South have elements in common agreed to work for the reunification in this direction in the future.  
The proposal for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo clarified in detail the organization principle, the official name of the Federal State, functions of the Federal state and regional governments, operation principle of the Federal State, character of federal state and ten point policy to be accomplished by the Federal State. 

They are as follows. 

- Organizational Principle of the Federal State; 

  It is to set up the Supreme National Federal Assembly and its Federal Standing committee with an equal number of representatives from the north and south and an appropriate number of overseas Koreans to guide the regional government of the north and south and administer all affairs of the Federal State.  

- Function of the federal state and regional government 
ㅇFunction of the federal state
The supreme National Federal Assembly and its Federal Standing Committee as the unified national government of the Federal State will discuss and decide the common issues relating to the whole interests of the country and nation including issues of politics, defending the country and its foreign policy, and will not allow any side of the north and south to force either’s will upon the other.   

    ㅇ function of the regional government 

        The Regional Government will pursue its own independent policy under the guidance of the Federal State, narrow down the differences between the north and south and realize the unified development of the nation. 

- Official name of the Federal State

The name of the Federal State will be the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo in a way to keep the name of unified state as is known to the worldwide and to reflect the common political ideal of the north and south for democracy.  

Operation principle of the Federal State

The Supreme National Federal Assembly and its Federal Standing Committee as the unified government of the Federal State will elect co-chairperson and co-president of the north and south respectively to administer the federal government by turns.  

Character of the federal state 

The Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo will be a neutral state, neither join any political-military alliance nor block.

Ten Point Policy to be accomplished by the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo

First, adhere to independence in all state activities and pursue an independence policy

Second, effect democracy through the country and all areas of society and promote great national unity.

Third, effect economic cooperation and exchange between the north and south and ensure the development of an independent national economy.

Fourth, realize north-south exchange and cooperation in the spheres of science, culture and education and ensure the uniform progress of the country’s science and technology and national education. 

Fifth, reopen transport and communications links between the north and south and ensure the free use of the means of transport and communication all across the country

Sixth, ensure a stable livelihood for the entire people including the workers, peasants and other working masses and promote their welfare systematically. 

Seventh, remove the state of military confrontation between the north and south and form a combined national army to defend the nation against invasion.

Eighth, defend and protect the national rights and interest of all overseas Koreans.

Ninth, deal properly with the foreign relations established by the north and south prior the reunification, and coordinate the foreign activities of the two regional governments in a unified manner. 

Tenth, develop friendly relations with all the countries of the world and pursue a peaceful foreign policy. 
The proposal to achieve the reunification of Korea by means of the federal formula has been winning a unanimous support of the world progressive people from the first days of its publication because it confirms to the interest of the neighbouring countries in an appropriate way, agreed between the north and south, and it is feasible reunification formula.  

The Korean Committee for Solidarity With the Worlds People express a firm belief that the friendship and solidarity organizations with the Korean people and anti-war and peace organization in the different countries of the world would render an invariable support, as in the past so in the future, too, to the Korean people in their struggle for the realization of national reunification.

We are looking forward for your early response.

The Korean Committee for Solidarity with the Worlds People 

Oct. 1, 2008 Pyongyang 

Source: By email from Pyongyang, 1 October 2008

