Joint statement on the deteriorating food security situation in North Korea
North Korea remains fragile in terms of food security even after the famine years of the 1990s and the vulnerable members of society are currently facing increasing shocks to their daily coping strategies leaving them on a knife edge.

Indications now suggest that the food security situation is deteriorating at this time through a series of shocks which include: the longest  continuous period of sub zero temperatures in sixty years with an adverse effect on the winter wheat germination and potato seed stocks for the new early season; exacerbated post harvest losses due to the heavy rains during last year’s harvest;  the current outbreak of foot and mouth disease and the advent of the lean season
 all in the context of a chronically malnourished population.

The most vulnerable to be targeted need to be children, mothers, the elderly, the disabled, and the sick, who not only need food, but also health care, water and sanitation, all of which are intrinsically interlinked.
Compassion and concern for these vulnerable members need to be our guiding principles.
This means acting in accordance with the Humanitarian Imperative: saving lives, reducing human suffering and reaching those in need regardless of politics, religious belief or ethnicity.
Time is now of the essence. With the lean season rapidly approaching (May, June, July) it will take time to plan an appeal, to raise money, get food into the country and distributed to those in need in a timely manner.
At this time, given the urgency, we believe the first effective response would be to utilize the existing infrastructure and expertise of WFP who have been working in North Korea since the famine of the mid 1990s; and, in addition, to address the overall fragile food security situation by supporting the other agencies already working in the sector.
The severe under funding of the current WFP Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation is exacerbating the situation for the most vulnerable people.
We remind donors of their commitment to the humanitarian imperative and urge them to respond to the call for support to the current WFP food aid program at this time.
Endorsed by the following agencies currently working with poor communities in North Korea: 
Concern Worldwide (Ireland);

Handicap International (Belgium);

Save the Children (UK);

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation; and

Triangle Generation Humanitaire (France)
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� The time of year when the annual food stocks run short before the new harvest;





