The June 15 joint declaration
friends,
Friendly greetings from the Korean Committee for Solidarity with the World People!

We are sending this letter on the occasion of the 8th anniversary of the adoption of the June 15 north-south joint declaration. 

The June 15 joint declaration adopted on June 15, 2000, has opened a wide avenue of dialogue, reconciliation, visit and cooperation based on the idea of ﹍By our nation itself﹎. This helped to remove distrust and misunderstanding between the north and south and dynamically promote reconciliation and unity.

﹍By our nation itself﹎ has become the spirit of the times and the nationwide patriotic idea for reunification in the course of the powerful movement for national reunification under the banner of the June 15 joint declaration and, thereby, the fellow countrymen in the north and the south are firmly convinced that they are not different nations that stand in confrontation, being distrusted but one and the same nation which should get reconciled and united. 

According to the joint declaration, reunification movement organizations and figures of various circles in the north, south and abroad have made frequent visits and positive contacts and dialogues with each other. In this course, the nationwide solidarity and alliance for peace and independent reunification of the country have grown stronger, an atmosphere of reconciliation and unity heightened up and inter-Korean cooperation made much headway. 

There took place such momentous events as re-linking the severed blood vessels and railways and roads of the nation, the first of its kind in the history of national division. 

The adoption of the October 4 declaration of the last year, the program for implementing the June 15 joint declaration, provided the guidelines for the Korean nation to usher in the new era of independent reunification, peace and prosperity, giving a fresh impetus to the efforts for the development of inter-Korean relations, peace on the Korean Peninsula and the common prosperity of the nation.

All this stirring reality giving all the fellow countrymen the hope and conviction of the bright future for the cause of independent reunification is the precious achievements they have made through the struggle in the idea of ﹍By our nation itself﹎ and gains in the June 15 era which can never be taken away under any circumstances.

But a new ﹍government﹎ of Lee Myung Bak in south Korea set the pro-American policy and the anti-reunification confrontation as the main policy, denied all the successes achieved in June 15 reunification era to reverse all of them in every way. He advanced ﹍no nukes, opening, 3000 dollars﹎ as a ﹍policy towards the north﹎, contrary to the idea ﹍By our nation itself﹎ and bellicose military authorities have let loose blast that south Korea will carry out a preemptive strike against DPR Korea.

Such moves are an outright treachery acts against June 15 joint declaration and October 4 declaration which the north and the south have solemnly committed , and the criminal maneuvers which trying to stamp out the achievement of June 15 and to reconstruct the era of confrontation between the north and south. 

The current situation requires that all the Korean people unite closely and launch a nation-wide struggle to safeguard the successes achieved in the era of the June 15 reunification and smash all the challenges of the south Korean authorities to incite the national confrontation in collaboration with the outside forces. 

Today, the south Korean people are waging vigorous struggle upholding a slogan ﹍implementation of June 15 joint declaration and October 4 declaration, the warm aspiration of the reunification for brethren﹎ and ﹍we denounce the policy of  government﹎ of Lee Myung Bak towards the north Korea﹎.    

All the Korean people in the north, south and abroad will resolutely smash   all the maneuvers of the south Korean conservative forces who are  denying the declarations and agreements agreed between the north and south, blocking the development of north-south relation and  throwing cold water on the national desire for the reunification.. 

On the occasion of the 8th anniversary of the June 15 joint declaration, we express our conviction that you who have always been giving deep concern to the situation of the Korean peninsula and extending the active encouragement and support for the independent and peaceful reunification of Korea would conduct the multifarious activities to support the just cause of the Korean people.  .

With regards,

Source: by email, 11 June 2008

