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Glorify This Year of the 60th Anniversary of the Founding 
of the DPRK as a Year of Historical Turn Which Will 
Go Down in the History of the Country!
( Excerpt)
 
The New Year Juche 97 (2008) is a year of gigantic struggle, a year of jubilation in the national history, when a great change will be brought about in the history of our country and our revolution.
This year we are commemorating the 60th anniversary of the DPRK, our glorious motherland.
It is our party﹊s determination and will to raise our economy and our people﹊s livelihood to a high level by relying on the strong political and military might consolidated in the tempest of the Songun revolution, and thus open wide in 2012 the gate to a great, prosperous and powerful country without fail.
Today, the economy is the front of main efforts in the building of a great, prosperous and powerful nation. The main orientation in the building of an economic power in this period is to steadily strengthen the Juche character of the national economy and update it on the basis of latest science and technology so as to give full play to the advantages and vitality of our independent national economy. We should step up the building of an economic power by adhering to the principle of technically modernizing the economy while preserving the specific features of our economic structure, the principle of making people enjoy substantial benefit while ensuring the greatest possible profitability and the principle of developing external economic relations while putting main stress on tapping all domestic resources and potentials.
This year we should make decisive efforts to shore up the basic industries, the vanguard sectors of the national economy ( power, coal, metal and railway transport), which constitute the lifeline of the socialist economic construction.
The people﹊s-living-first policy should be pursued.  
The agricultural sector should radically increase grain output by planting high-yielding varieties on a wide scale and introducing advanced farming technology and methods as required by the Party﹊s policy of bringing about a drastic change in agriculture.
The light industry sector should continuously increase the items of consumer goods, ensure their high quality and thus fully satisfy people﹊s demand for them.
Land development and environmental protection, like afforestation, should be undertaken in a far-sighted way, so as to be of lasting significance.
The climate of attaching importance to science and technology should be created across the country, and the high-tech production system be set up in industrial establishments.
Health officials should work devotedly and thus give full play to the advantages of the people-oriented public health system of the country.
A great number of personnel capable of taking a share in building a thriving nation should be trained by effecting a radical change in education as required by the Songun era and the IT age.
Last year witnessed a turning point in achieving national reunification.
All compatriots in the north and the south and abroad should conduct the national reunification movement more strenuously under the slogan of ﹍Open up a new era of independent reunification and peace and prosperity by polling the efforts of our nation!﹎
The main agent of the national reunification movement is the Korean nation, and dependence on the outside forces will never settle the country﹊s reunification issue at any time. In any case the dignity and interests of the nation should be placed above anything else, and the issues related to national reunification be settled from a viewpoint of national independence and by our nation itself. Pro-U.S sycophancy and treachery of turning the back on the trend of the times towards reunification and hindering the reconciliation and unity of the nation should not be tolerated. Legal and institutional mechanisms should be adjusted in the interests of the development of inter-Korean relations and reunification.
The source of war should be removed and lasting peace be ensured.
Peace is most precious for the Korean nation that has been living in the constant danger of war for more than half a century. All the Koreans should launch a vigorous anti-war, peace campaign to foil tha war moves of the hawks at home abroad. And end should be put to the U.S policy hostile towards the DPRK and the Armistice Agreement be replaced with a peace pact. The aggressive joint military exercises and arms buildup should be discontinued and the U.S military bases be abolished in south Korea. Cooperation and exchanges between the north and south should be expanded and developed to make them contribute to national reunification substantially.  
Under the banner of independence, peace and friendship, the DPRK will continue to make earnest efforts for stability on the Korean Peninsula and peace in the world and further develop relations of friendship and cooperation with all the countries that are friendly toward it. (End)
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