9th anniversary of publication of June 15 [2000]  North-South Joint Declaration

Dear Friends in the Asia Pacific,
On the occasion of the 9th anniversary of publication of June 15 North-South Joint Declaration for reunification of Korea, we'd like to send 2 articles on fundamental principles for settlement of Korea’s reunification issue and current reunification activities. 

It is our sincere hope that as in the past, so in the future, too, you will show your deep concern and render various support and encouragement to the Korean people in their efforts to reunify Korea independently and peacefully.

Yours sincerely,

Korean Committee for Solidarity with the World People

Societies for Friendship with the Asia Pacific People

Korea-Asia Pacific Exchange

Article One: Fundamental Principle for Reunification

The principle of national independence is vital to all nations of the world, and particularly to the Korean nation still remaining divided. 

Over sixty years ago Korea was divided by foreign forces. In other words, it was divided due to the entanglement of interests of powers because of the geopolitical importance of the Korean peninsula. The United States, the main outside force intervening in the Korean peninsula, is persistently pursuing its ambition for realizing the strategy of domination over Northeast Asia and the rest of the world by making use of the peninsula as a bridgehead. Such an ambition stimulated the US to take the lead in dividing Korea, and the former had doggedly hampered the latter’s reunification. 

It is out of question that foreign force which divided the Korean nation by force will allow it to be reunified. The reunification of Korea is, in essence, aimed at recovering the half oft the territory under the ruling of the foreign force and establishing national sovereignty on a nationwide scale. It is out of reason to depend on or seek after help of the foreign forces in reunifying the nation for the purpose of recovering the national sovereignty deprived of by them. 

It is just the Korean nation that is suffering the agony of division and is longing for reunification. The Korean nation that had lived as a homogeneous nation for 5000 years was divided around the mid-20th century. Since then the Korean people have been suffering the tragedy of separation: they have no idea of their own relatives’ fate and can hardly recognize one another. Meanwhile unified development of the national economy and culture is being seriously retarded. The nation has suffered consumption of unnecessary expenses and losses due to antagonism and jealousy, and hostility and confrontation for over half a century. It is, therefore, quite natural that the Korean nation itself becomes the master in charge of the solution of reunification problem. 

After all, national independence is the object the solution of Korea’s reunification is aimed at, and at the same time the fundamental principle to carry out the task. For the Koreans, reunification means national independence, and vice versa.

It is not fortuitous that the north-south summit meeting of Korea, which was held in June 2000, for the first time 55 years after its division, put forward the idea of national independence “by our national itself.” It can be said that Korea’s reunification depends on how the idea is put into practice.

The different opinions between classes and strata within the nation can never become obstacles to Korea’s reunification. 

Any country and nation cannot be free from the differences in demands and interests among classes and strata. In reality, many differences exist in such fields as ideology, system, political view and religious belief between the north and south of Korea due to its division that has lasted for over 60 years.

The differences due to the 60-odd-year-long division can never be compared to the commonness formed through the 5000 year-long history of the homogeneous nation.  

Korea will be reunified at once, if all political parties and organizations and the people of all strata in the north and the south unite firmly for the great national cause of reunification regardless of their political ideals and principles or their political interests and policies. 

If the north and the south respect the idea of “by our nation itself” reaffirmed in the October 4 Declaration in 2007 after the June 15 Joint Declaration in 2000 and put it into practice with sincerity, Korea will surely be reunified. 

Though national independence is the fundamental principle for the solution of Korea’s reunification issue, it does not at all mean that the international community may act only as an onlooker. As it is quite accountable for the division of Korea, it is an important duty for the international community to reject and eliminate the interference and intervention of outside forces in the internal affairs of the Korea nation. 

The international community is required to extend full support to the Korean nation in its endeavors to reunify itself under the banner of national independence. 

Article Two: New obstacle to Korea’s Reunification

The reunification process in the Korean peninsula has now encountered a new obstacle: the Lee Myung Bak group in power in south Korea. 

Before Lee Myung Bak took office, the Korean peninsula was impregnated with an atmosphere of détente and reunification. In June 2000, the first summit meeting between the north and the south was held 55 years after the country’s division; the Pyongyang summit meeting produced the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration. This epoch-making event set up a new milestone in the national reunification movement of Korea. Following the publication of the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration, the Korean peninsula witnessed the June 15 reunification ear: dialogues, cooperation and exchanges were brisk in the political, economic, military, cultural and other field and the severed roads and rail were relinked. October 2007 saw the adoption of the October 4 Declaration, an action program of the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration. 

After the ultra-right conservatives assumed office in January 2008, everything was overturned. From the very first day Lee Myung Bak group drove the north-south relations to total catastrophe. Claiming that the joint declarations their predecessors had adopted with the north were “null and void,” and that they were “not obliged to implement them,” they demanded “comprehensive review” of the declarations, and insisted that national reunification could never be achieved in the June 15 way. Openly clamoring that “reunification under the free democratic system” of south Korean style is the “ultimate goal for reunification,” they are making frantic attempts to delete the words supporting the declarations between the south and the north of Korea from the documents of international conferences. 

As soon as he took office, Lee Myung Bak attempted to abolish the Ministry of Unification, which had existed for decades; when this met strong opposition of various circles, he greatly reduced its function and authority. To make matters worse, he appointed ultra-right anti-reunification conservatives as its staff, and recently appointed a man who had drawn up the plan of abolishing the Ministry of Unification as its chief. As a result, the Ministry of Unification, which has to oversee the work related with national reunification, has become the “Ministry of Confrontation” fanning up antagonism and confrontation within the nation. In disregard of the agreement between the south and the north on refraining from slandering each other and interfering in each other’s internal affairs, misinformation campaign against north, like leaflet scattering is openly encouraged in south Korea; worse still, the theory of “preemptive strike” is advocated. 

Today confrontation between the north and the south is getting more serious as time advances. The inter-Korean relations went back to the state before the June 15 era; the situation came to such a pass that there is neither a way out for saving it nor any hope for straightening it out. 

The Lee Myung Bak regime gives top priority to strengthening alliance with the United States, putting aside the matter of improving its relations with the north, its fellow countrymen. In March this year the US-south Korea joint military exercises Key Resolve and Foal Eagle, a test preemptive strike on the nuclear facilities in the north were staged in the south on an unprecedentedly large scale. 

Everyone will find it difficult to understand what Lee Myung Bak is doing. The division of Korea was not caused by any conflict or antagonism within the nation. It was divided owing to the interests of the United States and other foreign forces after Second World War, and it is just the United States that constitutes the main obstacle in the way of its reunification even today. 

Proceeding from this fact is the conclusion that the north and the south should become one, and pool their efforts to achieve national reunification. Out of this, the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration and October 4 Declaration, which reflect the idea of “by our nation itself,” were adopted. The international community earnestly hoped that Koreans, suffering the tragedy of national division for over half a century, would achieve their reunification by thoroughly implementing the declarations. But the action of the Lee Myung Back group of laying a new obstacle in the way of advance of the Korean nation makes the international community disappointed. For Korea’s reunification, this new obstacle must be removed as soon as possible.

 At present north Korea has repeatedly clarified that restoration and development of the inter-Korean relations depend on the stand and attitude of south Korea towards the June 15 North-South Joint Declaration and October 4 Declaration.

Source: By email from Pyongyang, 25 May 2009

