DPRK-US Nuclear Stand-off and Option for the US

In October last year a south Korean Internet newspaper carried an article under the headline, "The United States hoists with its own petard."

The article read as follows:  

“The US set a snare ‘stalling for time’ for north Korea, only to find itself caught in it…. It becomes clear that the US has no option but to choose one among the following:  To perish in the snare, To yield to north Korea and give up its hegemonic imperialist policy, or To start a war against north Korea.”

It can be said to be an appraisal of the process of the fierce DPRK-US nuclear stand-off lasting for nearly two decades and, at the same time, a prediction of its result.

Having been carried away by its “victory” in the Cold War and Gulf War in succession in the early 1990s, the US decided to crush the DPRK, too. The US came out with the “nuclear issue” of the DPRK to make an excuse and justification for a war against the latter. It instigated the IAEA to pass a resolution of special inspection on the DPRK, making a fuss about its “nuclear suspicion.” Meanwhile, it staged the “Team Spirit” joint military exercises on a large scale in south Korea and massed up huge troops and latest military and technical means in and around the Korean peninsula.

The DPRK responded with a declaration of a semi-war state showing its willpower that it would not allow anyone to tread upon even a blade of grass of its land, and with a bombshell announcement of its withdrawal from the NPT.

The US administration had no option but to give up its plan and find a way out through negotiations. As a result, the DPRK-USA Agreed Framework was adopted in October 1994. the agreement stipulated that the US would not threaten the DPRK with its nuclear weapons and it would offer two LWRs by a target date of 2003, as well as heavy oil, to the DPRK in exchange for its freezing of its graphite-moderated reactors, the parent body of its independent nuclear power development. The then US President Clinton had also sent Supreme Leader Kim Jong Il, Chairman of the DPRK National Defense Commission, a letter of assurance in which he gave a word that the United States would fulfil its obligations. The “nuclear issue of the Korean peninsula” seemed to be settled.

The US, however, failed in its obligations and switched over to a new tactic of stalling for time to lead the DPRK to collapse, itself still pretending to build the LWRs.

Contrary to the expectations of the US specialists that the DPRK would collapse in no more than three years, the DPRK launched its first artificial earth satellite I August 1998 and started building a great, prosperous and powerful nation.

The US administration was thrown into confusion. The Bush administration that had assumed the reins of government in January 2001 turned its back to the DPRK-USA Agreed Framework. Bush designated the DPRK as part of “axis of evil” and officially announced that the US set the DPRK as the target of nuclear pre-emptive strike. He set aloft again the rumor of the DPRK’s “development of nuclear weapons” and took the measure to put the international pressure to bear upon the DPRK.

In response, the DPRK officially declared its withdrawal from the NPT.

Now the US again turned over towards marking the time. It watched for an opportunity to attack the latter militarily while appeasing the DPRK at the six-party talks for the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula.

The DPRK was well aware of the true intention of the US. It arrived at a conclusion that it was obliged to possess the nuclear deterrent in order to defend its territory and sovereignty in the face of the “superpower” wielding nuclear club.

The DPRK strengthened its national defense industry to the highest level and even possessed the powerful nuclear deterrent. This was the outcome of the US tactic of “stalling for time” geared to destroying the DPRK.

What option is there for the US at the moment?

In the Korean war (1950 – 1953) the Korean army and people, though without any proper weapons to speak of, had defeated the US imperialists that had been boasting of being “the strongest” in the world. Now that they have powerful means of both defense and attack, fighting against them means tolling the knell for the US.

Much to the relief of the US, the DPRK recently made an official proposal to the countries concerned, including the US, that the armistice agreement be replaced with a peace treaty in order to create the favorable conditions for putting an end to the state of tension and settling the nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula.

This may be the best option for the US that is in the dilemma in the DPRK-US nuclear stand-off.
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