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Dear Mr McCully, Ms Lee,

The Asian Ministries Committee of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa-New Zealand wishes to express its concern about the general lack of awareness and response to the humanitarian disastor in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

There are many Korean members of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New-Zealand who are acutely aware of the issues of food shortages in North Korea and deeply concerned about this matter. The published findings of the World Food Programme’s investigation of this situation are well known. The discussion and debates about the scale of the shortage and concerns about the monitoring and distribution of aid are of course also well publicised. 

We recognise that the Government in the Republic of Korea has discouraged its people from sending food to the North, believing that the food shortage is not as great as claimed, that it will not reach any intended recipients and that it will be stockpiled for the centenary celebrations of Kim Il Sung.   

Nevertheless we would like to express our confidence in the WFP’s assessment of the situation and its distribution and monitoring systems. There can be no doubting the seriousness of the situation. All indications are that the food shortage is severe and that the assistance is reaching its intended recipients. Last winter was especially harsh with temperatures being especially cold at minus 30 degrees celcius. This has destroyed growth and reduced severely the potential harvest. We note that the European Commission has donated 10 million Euros relieve the food shortage. 

We also accept the assessment of the National Council of Churches in Korea (South) of this situation. The NCCK’s assessment of the situation is one we respect, as it has built up its own systems of contacts, assessment and assistance over many years. 

In May, despite the South Korean Government’s opposition, the NCCK sent 172 tons of flour, costing $US87,000.00 to the Korean Christian Federation in the DPRK through the Amity Foundation, which is a long standing and well respected Christian organisation, based in Nanjing, China. 
Furthermore, a typhoon struck the Korean peninsula recently.  This has undoubtably added to the misery in the North. We have reports from our contacts in the north which suggest that in one region around 80% of fields in which maize and rice-seedlings were growing sustained considerable damage. Despite their best efforts, local farmers can not reasonably expect anything like adequate harvest. This is on top of the current food shortage.
The Asian Ministries Committee will be asking its congregations to donate to an appeal to assist the situation in the DPRK. We will seek to channel our funds through our partner Korean Churches in South Korea.

As we do this, we will put aside the political issues involved and trust the systems and people we have come to respect to ensure that aid reaches those who need it most. 
We also acknowledge that New Zealanders are a generous and compassionate people and we also ask the New Zealand Government to reflect that generosity in working with the international community to address this food shortage.

Yours truly,
Stuart Vogel on behalf of the Asian Ministries Committee
