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Peace Games “Trumps” War Games

In the lead up to the opening of the Winter Olympics, representatives from both North and South Korea held official talks.  The talks were a result of South Korea President Moon Jae in accepting an invitation from North Korea leader Kim Jong Un and the proposal from the North to participate in the Winter Olympics.

Within a short period, the world was to learn the positive news that the hotline between Pyongyang and Seoul would be reconnected, that top military officials from both sides would meet to find ways of reducing tension at the DMZ and that the North would participate in the Winter Olympics. Not only would the North participate with athletes, singers, musicians and cheerleaders, but, Korea would march (much to the shock and horror of the US) as one team at the opening ceremony.
With the white and blue flag of Korea Reunification and carried by North and South athletes, the Korea is “One contingent” marched into the auditorium and received a massive applause from all, all except Mike Pence US Vice President. Such was the atmosphere of support and peace the only thing missing were white doves fluttering above the peace reunification flag.
Pence Dummy Spit
As the united Korean team marched into the auditorium President Moon turned and shook hands with the North Korean representatives Kim Yong Nam and Ms Kim Yong Yo the sister of North Korea leader Kim Jong Un as did others in attendance, all except US V President Mike Pence who refused to even recognise the north representatives by spitting the dummy and behaving like a spoilt child.
However, his childish antics continued to be on display at the official dinner to honour Kim Yong Nam and Kim Yong Yo and V President Pence. Arriving late for the dinner Pence left earlier and shook hands with everyone except the North Korean delegation.

Despite the outlandish  behaviour of Pence in showing contempt to both the North and South Korea attempts to bring peace and stability to the Korean peninsula, further talks are on the agenda with a personal invitation from Kim Jong Un to President Moon Jae In  to  visit Pyongyang as soon as possible for a summit meeting between the two.
While most of the world leaders would welcome these positive developments as expressed by the President of the International Olympic Committee, Thomas Bach could not resist noting the moment of symbolic unity. The effect of both Koreans marching into the stadium under one flag hit the mark.
“All the athletes around me, all the spectators here in the stadium, and all the Olympic fans watching around the world, we are touched by this wonderful gesture.”

Silence from Turnbull deafening
In contrast to this positive statement by Thomas Back and vocal support by world leaders, the silence of Prime Minster Turnbull and his Foreign Minister Bishop, likewise the leader of the opposition Bill Shorten has been deafening. Instead of remaining silent, Prime Minster Turnbull should be speaking loudly in support of these positive developments of restoring full diplomatic relations with the North, lifting all the illegal and unjust sanctions, developments that overtime could reduce tensions and bring lasting peace to the Korean peninsula, but as Turnbull stated “When it comes to the US alliance Australia is joined at the hip.” 
Given half the chance the Korean people can solve their differences, reducing tensions on the Korean Peninsula and enhancing world peace.  However, that half a chance largely depends on the US.

The postponement of the annual massive military exercises known as “Foal Eagle and Key Resolve” during the Winter Olympics which are a mock invasion of North Korea involving thousands of troops and massive military hardware should be cancelled to allow further talks  between North and South including the proposed summit between Kim Jong Un and President Moon Jae in.
Such talks under favourable, friendly conditions could lead to a new era of inter –Korean relations of peace and friendship, of embracing a new Sunshine Policy in accordance with the Joint Statement adopted 15th June 2000. “By Our Nation Itself.”
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