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Tuesday, 26 May 2009
Media statement for immediate release

North Korea Nuclear Test

The second nuclear test by the DPRK (North Korea) on 25 May 2009 is highly regrettable but must be viewed within the context of the deteriorating relationship with the ROK (South Korea) and Japan and the lack of a coherent and positive policy by the incoming Obama administration.  The test is clearly a reiteration of North Korea’s message to successive American administrations to  engage in meaningful bilateral  negotiations to resolve issues between the two countries to produce a peaceful and normal relationship, free of sanctions and military threats.

  With the election of President Obama the North Koreans, along with the rest of the world,  had high hopes of a new start to normalisation of relations between the DPRK and the US. Sadly there has  been no substantial progress. 

 What the DPRK has had to deal with has been a string of unfulfilled promises of alternative forms of energy production, crippling economic sanctions, hostility by the Japanese, and the destruction of the Sunshine Policy by President Lee Myong Bak all supported by the Obama administration.

   In place of an active commitment to reunification as agreed to in the 1st North-South summit of June 2000 and reaffirmed by the 2nd summit  of October 2007 the DPRK has been confronted with a consolidation of South Korean and US military strategies including pre emptive strikes.

   As long as the DPRK is faced with hostility and threat by the United States and its allies the DPRK Government cannot afford to dismantle its present nuclear defence system and it is inevitable that it will seek to develop it.

    The North Koreans have shown they will negotiate on the basis of reciprocity and will fulfil their obligations as long as the Americans fulfil theirs. For disarmament and peace to occur, and for swords, including nuclear ones,  to be turned into ploughshares,  the United States must move beyond empty rhetoric.  It must negotiate sincerely with the DPRK to denuclearise the Korea peninsula, which includes removing the nuclear threat to North Korea, and make genuine progress on its obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to move towards nuclear disarmament.
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