China trade - opportunity celebrated
The signing this week of the free trade agreement with China brings opportunities which should be utilised.
The agreement has the potential to be the CER of the 21st century.
It will be important for New Zealand businesses to start engaging in potential markets in China to take advantage of the significant opportunities that are available now and that will become available soon as tariffs reduce further in the near future.
It also opens up an interesting opportunity to complete an economic relationship agreement with Hong Kong.  Hong Kong is outside the China FTA because of its status as a “special administrative region”. 
Discussions with Hong Kong were suspended in 2002 principally around rules of origin questions.  With the China FTA signed that hurdle has been removed.  Recently Hong Kong scrapped duty on wine and for our wine makers there are huge opportunities to access China through the Hong Kong portal.
In our Parliament we have the curiosity of a Foreign Minister refusing to support the China trade agreement despite the confidence and supply agreement signed by his Party with the Labour-led Government providing:
“New Zealand First agrees to fully represent the Government position… in respect of any areas of the portfolio responsibility of the Leader of New Zealand First”.  
I guess he argues that he is not the Trade Minister which is a long bow.
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