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(unofficial translation)

February 22, 2011

Honourable John Phillip Key
Prime Minister

New Zealand

Excellency,

I am deeply grieved by the news of huge loss of life and heavy property

damages caused by the earthquake in Christchurch in February 22.

On behalf of the government and people of the Republic of Korea, I
wish to extend my deepest sympathy and condolences to Your Excellency and

the people of New Zealand, particularly to the bereaved families of the victims.

Since the establishment of diplomatic ties in 1962, our two countries
have continued to develop exchanges and cooperation in a range of fields,
including the political, economic and cultural areas. It is my firm belief that
the Korea-New Zealand relations will further deepen and expand. Also, it is my
sincere  hope that the people of New Zealand, through their unyielding
resilience, will overcome this disaster as soon as possible.

Lee Myung-bak
President

Republic of Korea



