Dear Friends in the Asia Pacific,
Ushering in the hopeful year of 2008, we, the Korean Committee for Solidarity with the World People, all the societies for friendship with the Asia-Pacific people and the Korea-Asia Pacific Exchange, heartily extend our New Year greetings to you all.

On the New Year Day, the 3 major newspapers in Korea, namely Rodong Sinmun, Josoninmingun and Chongnyonjonwi, published an annual joint editorial headlined "Glorify this year as a year of a new revolutionary upsurge, sounding the general advance", presenting the orientation of the new year activities in the DPR Korea. Attached below is its gist.

Last year you, with the deep interests in the Korean affairs, gave wide publicity to the Korean realities and extended your invariable support to the Korean people in their just struggle for peace and development of Korea and its national reunification, promoting your friendly cultural exchange with them.

We are really thankful to you for this.

It is our hope that in the new year, too, you will closely follow the struggle of the Korean people to carry out the tasks presented in the New Year Joint Editorial, and take appropriate measures, say, sending a solidarity letter to us or issuing a statement or a press release, and so on.

Looking forward to an affirmative response from you, we remain,

Yours sincerely,

Korean Committee for Solidarity with the World People

Societies for Friendship with the Asia Pacific People

Korea-Asia Pacific Exchange

Glorify this year as a year of a new revolutionary upsurge, sounding 
the general advance (Gist)

The new year Juche 98 (2009) is a year of a new revolutionary surge, in which all the people should launch a general offensive in response to the Party's call to make a historic leap on all fronts in the building of a prosperous nation.

Today's upsurge is a fresh general onward movement to put the economy on the stage of rapid development on the strength of the revolutionary soldier spirit and science and technology.

An important task facing us in the economic construction at present is to push the effort to put production on a normal track and the modernization in close combination by taking advantage of the planned socialist economy, thus surpassing the high-water mark in production in all sectors of the national economy.

We should hold the preferential development of the metal industry as the main point and concentrate efforts on tapping production potentials in the key sectors of the national economy to the full.

Joint innovation should be made in the fields of power, coal and rail transport to promote the development of the overall national economy.

… We should concentrate all efforts on hitting this year's target of grain production with the extraordinary determination to solve food problem by our own efforts in any circumstances. We should give fuller play to the vitality of the Party's policies of improving the seed, doing double cropping and boosting potato and soya bean output and promote material and technological assistance to the rural community.

The fishery sector should develop the production of aquatic products, the seafood cultivation and fish farming to contribute to improving the people's diet.

Factories, enterprises and locally-run factories in the light industry and all other possible units should tap production potentials to sharply increase consumer goods production and improve commodity supply service to fully satisfy the people's needs for daily necessities.

The housing project in Pyongyang should be pushed audaciously and a radical improvement brought about in urban management.  … Land development including afforestation should be carried out in a far-sighted way, so as to turn the country into a more beautiful and better place to live in.

Economic management should be improved to give full play to the advantages of the planned socialist economy. The centralized and unified guidance of the state over the economic construction should be strengthened and planning be improved in line with the requirements of the developing reality.

It is imperative to take a viewpoint regarding science and technology as the basis of economic development.

Persistent efforts should be made to update production processes and the mass-based technological innovation drive conducted more briskly. 

The educational sector should better the content and methods of teaching and improve the qualification of lecturers constantly to make great progress in education of younger generation and training of talents and raise the cultural and technological standard of the working people in keeping with the requirements of the IT age. Officials in the health sector should work devotedly for the promotion of the people's health and the production of basic medicines should be increased to give fuller play to the advantages of the socialist health system. It is necessary to stimulate public interest in the development of sports, make sports mass-based and ensure that sportspersons register good results in every international game.

We should reenergize the national reunification movement this year under the slogan "Advance dynamically along the road of independent reunification under the banner of the June 15 Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration!".

The June 15 Joint Declaration and the October 4 Declaration, the action programme of the former, are the milestone of national reunification. We will never tolerate any slight deviation from the historic inter-Korean declarations. Whoever wants the country's reunification and national prosperity should defend and sincerely implement the declarations.

"By our nation itself" is the fundamental idea that should be embodied in the national reunification movement. To achieve the country's reunification, it is imperative to take a point of view giving priority to the nation and defending the interests of the nation. All the Korean people should resolutely check and foil the manoeuvres of the anti-reunification forces running counter to the trend of the times towards independent reunification, steeped in pro-US sycophancy and hostility towards the fellow countrymen.

To achieve national reconciliation and unity is an urgent demand of the national reunification movement at present. Neither the development of inter-Korean relations nor the country's reunification can be expected when both sides remain hostile toward each other and the military tension is aggravated. The spirit of reconciliation and cooperation for independent reunification, peace and prosperity should prevail in the whole country and the reunification movement be promoted by the united efforts of the patriotic forces. 

The independent foreign policy of the DPRK to denuclearize the Korean peninsula and defend peace and security of Northeast Asia and the rest of the world is demonstrating its validity more fully as the days go by. Our Party and government, under the ideal of independence, peace and friendship, will, in the future, too, develop relations with the countries friendly towards us and make a positive contribution to achieving the cause of global independence.(End)

Source: by email from Pyongyang, 6 January 2009

