	[image: image1.png]



	NZ-DPRK Society
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Rt. Honorable John Key

Prime Minister.

9th June 2010

Dear Mr. Key,
We have been disappointed to receive advice that the NZ Ambassador’s visit to Pyongyang  which was due to take place this week, has been postponed.
We request that this postponement be of a token nature and that the Ambassador’s visit be rescheduled within two months.
2010 marks the sixtieth year since the start of the Korean War and the 57th since a cease fire was signed. Few if any wars have lasted this long in the history of mankind. It should be unacceptable to NZ that we are a party to this prolonged state of war.
The policies of sanctions and isolation have failed. The situation on the peninsula today is possibly the worst it has been since the armistice was signed and an arms race is building up in North Asia. 
The USA says it can not consider normalizing ties with Pyongyang and lifting sanctions unless North Korea takes irreversible steps toward dismantling its nuclear program. The DPRK says they will forego their nuclear armament programme when there has been a cessation of hostilities and the Korean War armistice has been replaced with a peace treaty. 
This stalemate has now persisted for at least two decades and seems to also be applicable to the Six Party talks. A way forward has to be found.
It is our belief that neither increased sanctions, nor increased military actions are going to solve what is the most serious threat to peace in the Asian/Pacific region.
It is pertinent that the Chinese have called for peace and stability (i.e. diplomacy). Diplomacy is defined as “dealing with people so that business is done smoothly.” Not visiting Pyongyang is a negative move, opting out of diplomacy.
The DPRK has been consistently asking for a peace agreement for a long time now. We have documented on our website ten such calls that they have made just this year : http://sites.google.com/site/nzdprksociety/statements-from-pyongyang-re-the-need-for-peace
Given these statements, surely diplomacy can find a way through the impasse. At a time of heightened tensions, there is a need for more, not less dialogue.
NZ has already demonstrated that it can play a role in dialogue with North Korea as evidenced by the visit to Pyongyang of the former Minister of Foreign Affairs Winston Peters, which was followed by his immediate visit to Washington. 
For these reasons we request that postponement of the Ambassador’s visit to Pyongyang be for a token period only and that the visit be re-scheduled within the next two months.
 

Sincerely,

Don Borrie, Chairman

Peter Wilson, Secretary

NZ DPRK Society.
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