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His Excellency,

Ambassador Libran N. Cabactulan,

President Elect,

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

21st January 2010.

Dear Sir,

The NZ DPRK Society has noted with interest that North Korea is one of the topics proposed for discussion at the Philippine NPT Workshop. In this regard we wish to offer you some comments and ask you  two questions.

As a civil society organisation in a country which, along with the Philippines and other countries, sent troops to the Korean War, it is a matter of dismay to us that no progress is being made towards ending the Armistice and signing of a Peace Agreement.

Within the past few weeks North Korea has once again asked for Peace Agreement. The message back from the USA has been that there can be no consideration of a Peace Agreement until the North Koreans dismantle their Nuclear armament capability. This totally ignores the North Korean position which is that they only maintain a nuclear capability as a defensive posture and that given cessation of hostilities and agreement on a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula, they will completely forego any nuclear weapons capability.

History is merely repeating itself in this exchange. For at least 20 years, the North Koreans have been asking for a cessation of hostilities and a peace agreement with the USA. The USA has proved incapable, or unwilling to enter into such an agreement.

In a pointed statement six days after President Obama’s inauguration 12 months ago, former President Jimmy Carter said: “It could be worked out, in my opinion, in half a day........North Koreans, in my opinion, whom I know fairly well, have always been willing to forego their nuclear capability if they have diplomatic relations with the United States.” 

Our Society has been monitoring North Korean affairs for over 35 years. From everything we have learned over this period of time, we concur with what President Carter said.

Despite visits to North Korea by both former President Bill Clinton and Ambassador Bosworth, the situation has not changed in the past year. We are no closer to a Peace Agreement. The stalemate continues.

North Korea considers that its adversary is the USA and that is why they have been asking the USA for a Peace Agreement. In fact the War was fought by a United Nations Force. The Armistice was signed by William K. Harrison, Lieutenant General, United States Army Senior Delegate on behalf of the United Nations Command Delegation. 

One would think that it is the UN’s responsibility to end the war with a Peace Agreement, but the UN seems to have abdicated this role to the USA who after 57 years seem incapable of carrying out this step.
The North Korean position is that they want a Nuclear Free Korean Peninsula. A necessary pre-condition for this however is a cessation of all hostilities which means a Peace Agreement. To us this suggests that the NPT could perhaps act as a catalyst for the UN to take an active part in negotiating of a Peace Agreement.

My first question to you is whether the NPT can play a role in re-activating the UN so that it takes the lead in reaching a Peace Agreement satisfactory to and signed by all parties as a first step to a Nuclear Free Zone.

As you have extensive experience within the UN, my second question is what other agencies  or offices within the UN System should, or could be involved in the facilitation of a Korean War Peace Agreement.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Wilson

Secretary,

NZ DPRK Society

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2009/01/26/carter-says-north-korea-nuclear-weapons/" �http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2009/01/26/carter-says-north-korea-nuclear-weapons/�
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