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                                                               For Release
     Despite the cessation of hostilities at the end of the Korean War, 27 July, 1953, Peace has never been formally agreed to. The Armistice Agreement is only a ceasefire which can be broken at any time.

    A major stumbling block to Peace has been the insistence of the United States to maintain an active military presence in South Korea, a presence which maintains a stance of military readiness to advance into the DPRK if the opportunity arose. The annual military exercises involving the US and ROK military have been consistently aggressive in nature.

   This is in stark contrast to the DPRK who have resolutely adopted the policy of exclusion of foreign troops from Korean soil, and whose Songun policy has been to bolster the DPRK’s defensive strength which in turn underpins the DPRK determination to remain a sovereign nation.

   For the peaceful reunification of Korea to occur there must be the withdrawal of the US military from South Korea. When that happens Koreans will be in a position to peacefully work towards reunification based on a Korean solution for a Korean Dream of national sovereignty. Once that has happened the nation states of Korea will be in a position to play a full and constructive role in East Asian regional affairs.

   A strong and united region is in the best interests of the international community in their quest for international peace and stability. Only then will there be the possibility of establishing partnerships based on equality and freedom with super powers such as the United States.

  The first step in this process is the withdrawal of the US military from South Korea.
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