The (unexpected) hazards of doing business in ‘a dangerous country’ 
Felix Abt was the Swiss-born initiator and first President of the European Business Association in Pyongyang, Director of the Pyongyang Business School, and Managing Director of the international joint venture pharmaceuticals company, Pyongsu Pharma.   Despite the US government’s lifting of the application of the Trading with the Enemy Act (TWEA) with respect to DPRK, and notified rescinding North Korea's designation as a State Sponsor of Terrorism in 2008 it appears that US government departments still apply sanctions emanating from those acts. This email from Felix was received 19 March 2009 
Tim Beal 
Dear Tim, 
  

A European life insurance company cancelled my life insurance because I am a dangerous person living in a dangerous country. Credit card organisations cancel credit cards for such persons in such countries, health insurance companies come up with other reservations and limitations and the latest organisation that has just expelled me is the social and business networking organisation LinkedIn with a very curious explanation (see below). I thought that the US eased its embargo policies towards the DPRK, but obviously I was mistaken. 
  
Best regards, 

Felix

--- On Wed, 18/3/09, LinkedIn Customer Service <linkedin_support@cs.linkedin.com> wrote: 


From: LinkedIn Customer Service <linkedin_support@cs.linkedin.com>
Subject: Restricted Account [Ticket: 090313-001911]
To: Felix Abt
Date: Wednesday, 18 March, 2009, 3:56 PM



Subject 

Restricted Account 

  

 Discussion Thread 

 Response (LinkedIn - Chris) 

03/18/2009 09:56 AM 

Dear Felix,

Per the terms of our User Agreement, use of LinkedIn services, including our software, is subject to export and re-export control laws and regulations. This includes the Export Administration Regulations maintained by the United States Department of Commerce and sanctions programs maintained by the Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control. Under the User Agreement, LinkedIn Users warrant that they are not prohibited from receiving U.S. origin products, including services or software. As such, and as a matter of corporate policy, we do not allow member accounts or access to our site from Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Sudan, or Syria. 

 Customer (Felix Abt) 

03/13/2009 11:57 PM 

access rejected 

Auto-Response 

03/13/2009 11:57 PM 

LinkedIn has received your question. A service professional will review and respond to your inquiry as quickly as possible. Thank you! 

 

