The caption above Don Borrie’s letter regarding North Korea in the Dompost on the 28th of May was diappointing. He did not say that the sinking of the South Korean corvette was “probably the South Korea’s fault”. He said “New Zealand would be most because unwise to take sides” and gave his reasons for that view.

The report on the sinking was presented as a robust, comprehensive assessment based on forensic science. It is not me, who has no expertise in the field to comment on its results. However, it was produced by the “prosecution”, namely the South Korean and American Military and cililian Intelligence network and its allies such Britain, Canada and Australia, along with Sweden. In fairness, the “defence”, and indeed a recognised and qualified, completely independent body, now should also be given the opportunity to present their own findings. Until then, Don Borrie is right.
Sadly, Tom Scott’s cartoon on North Korea that day missed the complexity of the tension on the Korean peninsula completely. Whether of not there is a maniac in the North who likes firing torpedos, it is also true that all the countries involved are acting in their own geo-political interests.     
Stuart Vogel, Mt Roskill, Auckland
